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WAVES 2025: Redefinin

WAVES weaves together storytelling, tech-
nology and international cooperation to
reshape the global media and entertainment.
This summit marks a decisive leap into a
future where India leads with innovation,
cultural capital and strategic foresightCome
May 1st, India has truly arrived with the
WAVES Entertainment Summit being held in
Mumbai from 1st to 4th of May 2025. The
summit echoes the vision envisaged in 2019
by PM Modi in his speech at the inaugura-
tion of the National Museum of Indian
Cinema; highlighting Indian cinema as a
powerful medium of global outreach and soft
power, calling it a “silent force” that shapes
global perceptions and connects cultures. He
emphasised cinema’s potential to promote
film tourism, inviting international filmmak-
ers to explore India’s diverse landscapes. The
design of WAVES is an unusual convergence
of like-mindedness of M&E stakeholders;
individuals or institutions that think alike in
carving out a landscape that will be suited
for the global fraternity responsible for creat-
ing content and its consumption. WAVES
2025 brings a bold new phase of soft power
diplomacy, focusing on transformative and

aminooL

Amid global turmoil, Danish explorer

Thor Pedersen’s journey to every country

without flying stands as quiet proof that
kindness and shared humanity endure —
even in the unlikeliest places. It’s a story of
contrast, conviction, and
hopeSeptuagenarian Dr lain McGilchrist,

a world-renowned philosopher, psychia- 4

technology-driven partnerships. Innovation
in this segment is bound to create a new buzz
for foreign policy tie-ups, carried forward on
the wings of emerging tools such as Artificial
Intelligence (Al), Virtual Reality (VR), and
immersive content ecosystems. The diverse
participation at WAVES will open unprece-
dented avenues for multilateral cooperation
and dialogue across critical areas of knowl-
edge sharing, media engagement, storytelling
ecosystems, and digital co-productions. It
provides India with an unparalleled opportu-
nity to assert global leadership in the creative
domain; by fusing its creativity quotient,
strategic foresight, and cultural capital into a
soft power matrix that fosters goodwill and
purposeful international collaboration.At the
heart of WAVES 2025 lies its evocative
tagline: “Connecting Creators, Connecting
Countries”, a bold declaration of India’s
intent to reposition itself as a global M&E
powerhouse. As a summit that seeks to
reimagine communication diplomacy, one of
its most awaited outcomes is the WAVES
Declaration, a visionary charter that could
reshape the media discourse globally.Rarely
has a platform attempted to knit together cre-

Imanty: Acal

trist and neuroscientist, recently addressed - r

a symposium titled The Future of
Humanity, where he delved into some of
the most pressing questions at the heart of
our existence-the existence of what is
good, beautiful, and true. Reflecting on his
lifetime, he observed that these fundamen-
tal transcendental values have been
increasingly sidelined, decried, debased,
and even destroyed. “It is not just that we
are distracted from the truth,” he noted,
“but we demand protection from it, lest it
hurt us-in case life itself hurts us.”This
observation resonates deeply in a world
increasingly perceived as unkind, unfeel-
ing, and unconcerned, where the very
essence of humanity-compassion, love,
and concern-seems to be vanishing at an
alarming rate.In our hyper-competitive
socio-political environment, every sphere
of life-familial, social, professional, and
spiritual-is under strain. Systems meant to
support them are collapsing. Yet amid this
bleakness, glimmers of hope remain. One
such beacon is a traveller’s journey-
marked by twists, encounters, and insights,
offering a powerful affirmation of the
human spirit.Take the journey of Thor
Pedersen, a Danish explorer. Thor is the
only person in history to travel to every
country in the world without flying.
Between 2013 and 2023, he visited over
200 nations-India being his 168th-using
only ships, trains, buses, and other ground
or sea-based transport. His journey was
more than a feat of endurance; it became a
profound exploration of humanity, tran-
scending borders, cultures, and beliefs.At
the heart of his experience lay a simple
truth: “People are just people.” Wherever
he went, he met ordinary people living
ordinary lives-finding joy in food, music,
and sports, and valuing safety and stability
over political and religious divides. Across

every border he crossed, he was met with
kindness and generosity. Strangers offered
him meals, shelter, contacts, translations,
or simply a smile when he needed it most-
true to the spirit of our shared
humanity.His realisation deepened when
he observed: “If we reduce people to num-
bers and statistics, we create distance and
lose empathy. Divide and conquer is an
age-old strategy, and it works well-but at
what cost? We can keep dividing the world
until, eventually, we all Sit
alone.”However, the Danish globetrotter’s
voyage was not without challenges. He
encountered a few unpleasant incidents
and individuals along the way, threatened
by drunk, armed, and hostile men, battling
cerebral malaria, and being held at gun-
point. While all this, however, did not dis-
hearten him, we are reminded of
Gandhiji’s profound words: “You must not
lose faith in humanity. Humanity is like an
ocean; if a few drops of the ocean are dirty,
the ocean does not become dirty.”

Thor’s journey, devoid of privilege and
elitism-underscores vital truths:

a) Even if gentleness and kindness seem to
be in decline, they continue to thrive quiet-
ly at the grassroots.

b)Though humanity struggles to find its
rightful place in a world consumed by the
relentless pursuit of power, pleasure, and
profit, it is not lost - only marginalised.

c¢) As we glamorise wealth, we risk losing
the very qualities that define us as human-
compassion, care, and cooperation.History
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glonal media diplomacy

ativity, business, leadership, and soft power
into a cohesive global identity. But WAVES
seeks to do just that, with a Global Media
Dialogue, a declaration of shared values, and
a structured roadmap for the M&E industry
that reflects the ethos of a borderless, tech-
enabled, creatively interconnected world.
The declaration will place communication-
clear, coherent, and collaborative-at the cen-
tre of a new global information order, found-
ed on equity, access, equality, and participa-
tion.WAVES has quietly but effectively given
a new meaning to soft power diplomacy
wherein all constituents that create charisma
associated with knowledge sharing and story-
telling play a critical role in bilateral or mul-
tilateral cooperation. It would be appropriate
to mention that diplomacy will adorn new
wings of change based on creativity, innova-
tion and the spirit of collaboration. WAVES
will truly be the “Mahakumbh” of ideas,
opportunities, experiences and knowledge
sharing.The philosophical underpinning of
WAVES 2025 can be distilled into the 7 Cs
of Communication: Clarity, Conciseness,
Concreteness, Correctness, Coherence,
Completeness, and Courtesy. These seven

mectionna

bears witness to countless indi-
viduals who, in moments of cri-
sis, be it accidents, tragedies, or
desperate need - step forward
uninvited, saving lives and
rekindling faith in humanity.
® Though often overlooked, their
actions quietly pull humanity
#lback from the brink.That said,
the world remains enmeshed in
grave, interconnected crises-
war, inequality, poverty, climate
change-all demanding collective
will. Sadly, world leaders,
despite their promises, continue
to ignore the catastrophic plight
of millions. As they routinely gather to
design an ostensibly better future, they
remain either unable or unwilling to
respond-revealing not just a failure of
meaningful action, but a failure of intent.

Grim Realities

For long, we have viewed the world as
manipulable and controllable-ripe to be
bent to our will. Therefore, few doubt that
many crises plaguing our world are not
mere accidents of fate or unavoidable cir-
cumstances; they are often the deliberate
outcomes of power-driven agendas.
Fueled by greed, ruthless self-interest, and
an insatiable thirst for domination, these
forces ignite brutal conflict, widespread
deprivation, environmental devastation,
racism, and religious extremism-creating a
reality steeped in suffering and
division.Poverty, an affront to human dig-
nity, heightens vulnerability to abuse. Tied
to climate change, it’s set to intensify-new
research led by Dr Timothy Neal
(University of New South Wales) warns
the average person could be 40% poorer if
global temperatures rise by
4°C.Shockingly, those who hold power-
whether in struggling countries, develop-
ing economies, or even the most devel-
oped nations-have often abandoned
humanity as the foundation of governance.
Opportunistic toxic politics and hybrid
forms of authoritarianism continue to
destroy the sacred ground of human digni-
ty, pushing aside the cardinal principle that
must guide all leadership: People Over

pillars not only ensure effective storytelling
but serve as diplomatic principles guiding
cross-border media collaboration. They offer
a timeless framework as we enter an era
where communication is the new currency of
power, diplomacy, and development.With
narratives shaping geopolitics, trade, and
international perception, there is a pressing
need for a Global Media Charter, a binding
commitment from nations to protect freedom
of creative expression, foster diverse story-
telling, and ensure ethical media practices.
WAVES 2025 can be the birthplace of this
transformative shift. In a world increasingly
governed by digital influence and algorith-
mic reach, a unified declaration will help
navigate the ethical dilemmas of deepfakes,
information disorder, and cultural homogeni-
sation. It’s not just about content anymore;
it’s about cultural continuity, technological
responsibility, and global unity through cre-
ative collabor ation.WAVES isn’t just about
short-term buzz, it’s about building some-
thing lasting. It understands that media and
entertainment (M&E) isn’t a quick fix but a
long-term strategic play.

NIE0 WO

Everything.Even the COVID-19 crisis-
exposing vulnerabilities and inequities-
failed to instil lasting solidarity. Human
dignity remains dispensable.What of more
grim realities? According to the Geneva
Academy, more than 45 armed conflicts
are currently raging across the Middle East
and North Africa. Africa follows closely,
with over 35 non-international armed con-
flicts (NIACs). Asia remains a battle-
ground for 19 such conflicts, while Europe
contends with seven.Bleak as it may seem,
this is a call to action-one urging us to
deepen our commitment to humanistic val-
ues, where every life is worthwhile, want-
ed, and welcomed.While it may be sim-
plistic to expect everything to align per-
fectly with the humanistic way, it is crucial
to recognise the deeper causes of suffering,
distress, and anguish within the fabric of
human society-locally, nationally, and
globally. In an age of deep disillusionment,
we must remember: the world is not mere-
ly a map of borders, but a shared home.As
Professor Harvey Whitehouse of Oxford
reminds us: “Remembering that we are all
related and experience many of the same
challenges could be the key to solving
global problems-from intergroup conflicts
to poverty and the climate crisis.”What
kind of world do we want to live in? If we
fail to address this, we risk sliding into a
soulless existence-a world full of people,
yet empty of humanity. We may exist, but
we will not truly live. The degradation of
humanity is not inevitable. Though messi-
ness and imperfection are part of what
makes us human, it is in our ability to
reclaim substantive conversation and
enrich our relationships, based on human-
istic virtues. Our hearts and minds-feeling,
willing, knowing, sensing-must not grow
numb to the suffering that surrounds us.
We must not be swayed by eloquent
words, empty rhetoric, or the shallow dis-
play of symbolism. Only through real, tan-
gible action can we reclaim what is slip-
ping away-the very essence of our shared
humanity. The imperative of our times:
Reawakening our humanity — Embracing
what matters most-People, planet, and our
shared future.
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Ind\a Needs & Smarter approach to crowd managemen

In India, large gatherings are not rare
disruptions. They are the norm. Cricket
victories, political rallies, religious fes-
tivals, celebrity appearances, airport
inaugurations — each can summon
thousands, sometimes hundreds of
thousands, into open public spaces,
often with little formal planning. These
crowds reflect India’s energy and
scale.But they also present a persistent
challenge: how to manage such gather-
ings safely, predictably, and without
incident. Recent tragedies have high-
lighted the cost of poor crowd manage-
ment. But the solution lies not in stricter
enforcement or post-incident inquiry. It
lies in something India’s governance
structures too often overlook: systemic
planning. Crowds in India are changing.
They no longer assemble only for annu-
al religious rituals or pre-scheduled
political events. Instead, many now
form spontaneously — mobilised in
minutes via social media, often in semi-
urban spaces not designed to handle
them.They are less hierarchical, more
mobile, and more complex to antici-
pate. Policing such crowds with tradi-
tional methods — barricades, loudhail-
ers, baton units — is both inefficient

AnRal R

On a clear June day, draped in marigold
flowers and national pride, the Vande
Bharat Express began its maiden jour-
ney from Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra
to Srinagar. Flagged off by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the moment
marked more than the launch of a high-
speed train. It was the culmination of a
century-old dream — one forged in
steel, vision, and unyielding resolve.
The rail unification of Kashmir with the
rest of India is that resolve. It is evident
on the happy faces of the people travel-
ling on the train. Train to Kashmir with
an ultra-modern travel experience runs
on the solid foundation of our engi-
neers. Cutting short the travel time,
high-speed Vande Bharat trains are run-
ning twice a day, six times a week from
both sides. They are not only bringing
much-needed push for the local eco-
nomic development in the valley but are
also proving to be a boon for the tourists
from across the country. The pictur-
esque journey with ultra-modern com-
forts in such a short time of three hours
vis-a-vis road journey of six to seven
hours has truly unified hilly Kashmir
with the rest of India in all weathers for
us. For decades, Kashmir’s story has
been told through the lens of conflict
and remoteness. It’s heartening to see it
being rewritten in the language of infra-
structure — bridges, tunnels, and rail
lines threading their way through the
mountains. Coming on the eve of 11
years of Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi’s governance at the centre, the
special trains and the connecting link
are all set to change the destiny of locals
in Kashmir.In its 172-year history of
service to the nation, Indian Railways
has proudly crossed many important
milestones. Generations of dedicated
railway men and women have toiled to
make connectivity and carriage a daily
reality. But to paraphrase a line from an

and increasingly inadequate. Frontline
officers are experienced but often
under-resourced. What is needed is not
better policing, but better governance.
India would benefit from codifying its
approach to mass gatherings into a
National Framework for Crowd
Management. This would not be a one-
size-fits-all mandate but a flexible,
tiered system of planning protocols —
classified by crowd size, event type,
and infrastructure profile. Such a frame-
work could formalise practices that are
currently ad hoc. Risk assessments, exit
planning, inter-agency co-ordination,
and deployment checklists should be
standard procedures, not left to individ-
ual discretion. Crowd safety should be
integrated into disaster management
plans and urban planning policies,
rather than remaining solely the respon-
sibility of district police officers. At the
district level, the introduction of Joint
Operations Centres (JOCs) — multi-
agency units that co-ordinate planning
and response during significant events
— could vastly improve efficiency.
Police, health services, fire depart-
ments, transportation authorities, and
municipal bodies should work from a
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iconic Indian advertisement:

Indian

Railways doesn’t just build tracks-it &

also knits the fabric of national unity!
From lIsolation to Integration

shared playbook with clear lines of
authority and command. Technology
can also do more of the heavy lifting.
Many Indian cities are now equipped
with CCTV networks and drone
units.These assets, combined with
crowd-modelling software and Al-
based density tracking, can provide
real-time alerts and enable pre-emptive
responses. In high-risk events, Al
heatmaps can help guide crowd disper-
sal, monitor entry flows, and identify
potential pressure points before they
escalate into dangerous situations.
However, few police units have access
to this technology in a usable, integrat-
ed form.The Ministry of Home Affairs
could bridge this gap by funding state-
level pilot projects through the
Modernisation of Police Forces
scheme. Partnerships with Indian
research institutions and private tech
firms could yield homegrown solutions
suited to India’s unique conditions.
Physical infrastructure often determines
whether a crowd flows or clogs. India’s
urban spaces frequently lack adequate
signage, multiple exits, or directional
guidance for mass movement. Cities
should be encouraged, through innova-
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Historically, Kashmir’s isolation was LAl

more than metaphorical — it was geo-
graphic and punishingly real. Tucked

high in the Himalayas and routinely cut | ‘
the region (5%
remained distant not just in reach but [#

off by snow for days,

even in experience. Roads were often

treacherous, air travel limited, and full |

rail connectivity a mirage long prom-
ised.A British-era proposal for a
Kashmir rail link remained on the draw-
ing board for decades, hindered by
complex geopolitical challenges. After
countless rounds of deliberations, feasi-
bility studies, technical evaluations, and
consultations with both domestic and
international experts, the Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link
(USBRL) was officially sanctioned in
1994. While the northern and southern
sections progressed steadily and were
effectively completed within a decade,
the central stretch — from Katra to
Banihal — posed an engineering and
security challenge of Himalayan pro-
portions. For years, the rail line lingered
as two disconnected segments — like
outstretched hands reaching across a
chasm of mountains. But that chasm
symbolised more than just physical ter-
rain. The final push to complete the
USBRL project came when the
Government declared it a national pri-
ority. With firm resolve and cutting-
edge technology working in tandem, the
project finally saw light at the end of the
tunnel — quite literally. As Railway
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw aptly
remarked, this was far more than a
transportation initiative; it was a nation-
building effort.

Where Steel Defies the Sky

The USBRL project may well be the
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Independence. The 272-km stretch
between Udhampur and Baramulla
snakes through 40 tunnels and over 900
bridges. And at the centre of it all is the
record-breaking Chenab Bridge — the
tallest railway bridge in the world,
standing 359 metres above the riverbed.
This marvel of engineering is capable
of withstanding wind speeds up to 260
kmph and tremors of seismic zone V.
Beside it stands the Anji Khad Bridge,
India’s first cable-stayed railway
bridge, stretching asymmetrically
across a valley, anchored by a single
pylon and supported by 96
cables.Tunnels, including the 11-kilo-
metre-long T-80 (Banihal-Qazigund)
tunnel through the Pir Panjal range,
have been carved through fragile rock
with a mix of dynamite and human grit.
Physical surveys were done on horse-
back, while drones and satellite imaging
provided aerial support. Workers
laboured through harsh winters, sudden
landslides, and the looming threat of
Pak-sponsored terrorist attacks.Today,
more than 190 km of tunnels and thou-
sands of tonnes of steel later, the line
stands complete — a feat that combines
precision engineering with a certain
audacity of vision, linking the Valley to
the rest of the nation in a way that is
profoundly symbolic.

tive city programmes or urban develop-
ment grants, to incorporate crowd-con-
scious design into their routine infra-
structure upgrades. For recurring high-
density events, such as pilgrimages or
local festivals, temporary modular
infrastructure (barricades, elevated
walkways, digital signage, and mobile
medical units) can be deployed.No sys-
tem of control is complete without pub-
lic co-operation. In moments of panic,
communication — fast, accurate, and
trusted — is critical. Police forces
should develop public messaging strate-
gies tailored to event type and local lan-
guage, using both digital platforms and
community networks. In areas with
recurring gatherings, citizen engage-
ment, through resident welfare associa-
tions, local leaders, and panchayats, can
enhance both awareness and compli-
ance. India’s police forces learn con-
stantly, but often in isolation. A nation-
al repository of After-Action Reports —
brief, structured analyses of crowd
events — could be maintained by the
Bureau of Police Research and
Development. Accountability, too, must
evolve.

0f Indlan Enainerin

.| metaphor. It glides quietly through
“Imeadows and valleys, bridging
s distances both physical and psy-
*¥chological, proclaiming that
< Kashmir is no longer distant!It has
g yreduced travel time between
»Srinagar and Katra to just over
|three hours, down from nearly six.

L | What was once a treacherous road

hairpin bends and unpredictable weath-
er, is now a smooth ride through tunnels
and bridges that defy belief. It connects
not only cities, but lives. Children in
far-off villages are now talking about
universities in Jammu and Delhi. Local
artisans, apple growers, and carpet
weavers now see their goods reaching
markets beyond the valley — fresher,
faster, further. “Where there were once
checkpoints and delays,” said a young
shopkeeper in Srinagar, “there is now
the sound of a train. It feels like we’re
no longer waiting for the rest of the
country to arrive — we are moving with
it.”

A New Journey, Still Unfolding

This is not to suggest that one train will
solve Kashmir’s complex problems.
Infrastructure cannot erase history or
immediately heal wounds —security
concerns will need addressing yet. But
it can open doors — both literal and
symbolic. And it can lay the ground-
work for integration that is economic,
social, and, ultimately, emotional.What
began as a dream on drawing boards in
colonial offices has become a reality on
steel rails blending with Himalayan
rock. The rail line to Kashmir is the
story of a country that refused to be
daunted by terrain, terror, or time. From
mountain shadows to sunlit stations, a
new journey has begun!
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