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    
    
     

      
      
     
    
    





    
    
    
     


     





 
 
 
     
   

       
       
       
      




        

        
         
      
       
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     


      

       
      
       
      
        

 

       
 
      

         
      

  
       
       

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





        


        
 
  
       


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
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      
     
     
     
     
     

    
    
     


    
    
   
 

     

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     
    
     
     

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   
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     
   
      
 
 
    
   


     
   
     
     
     
      
    
    
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      


     
      
     


     
     
     
   
    
     
     
      
     
    
  
   
      
     
      
     
      
     

    


     
      
      

      
     
  

     
       

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

           
        


         



 




    
     
     
     
       
     
    
    
     

     

    

     


   

      

    
     


    
    

    
     






         
 
        

        


        
        

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
      
   


   
    
   
   
  
   
  
   

    
  
   
  

   
  



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    
     
    



      
    


     
    
 


     
   

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
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  
          

         
        
 
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   
  
   
  
    


     

       

      
     
        
   
      
     
       
      




    

     
     
    

    


     
     
     

    
    
    

 

 
     

     
    

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
         
   
     
     
     
     
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
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
  
   
    

     
    
   
   
   
    

   

    
    
    
    
   
     
    
 
     



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
      


     
     
     
     
 
   
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 
     

    

   
   
    
   
    
   
   
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      
       

        

  
       
         

       

       
        

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
   

      
     
    

    
     
  
    
    
     
    

     
     


 

    
    
      
       

      

 
      
   


      
     

 
      
      

    
 

     

 

     
   
    
    

   
     

 
     
    
       
     





     
      
     


 

 
    
   
  
 
  

   
  
   
  
   
   
    
  
  

     
      
    
     


      

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
       

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       
        


       


       

         

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        

 

      



        

       
      
        

 
       
       
      
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         





        



           

      

      


         
        
        

        

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
 
 

      
      




     
     
    
   
     
     
     
     
    

     
     
 
      
     



       

    

    
     
 
     
    
     
      
     
     
      
    

  









        
       
       
      
       


      
      




 
 
  
 

 
     
      
      
      


      

  
     
      
      



     
      
      
       





     


     


      
      

       
 
       
     
    
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
 
     

      
       
   


     
     



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      

 
   
    
   
     
    
   
   
   
  

   
    
   

    
    
   
   

   
    
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     
      
    
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   
     
    

   
     
   
    
     


   
  
   
    

     


      
     
     




7 
7 SATURDAY FEBRUARY 2026

Newly Opened Mall Engulfed in Flames In
Iraq, 60 Dead; 3 Days of Mourning Declared
At least 50 people were killed in a
fire that broke out early Thursday
at a shopping mall eastern Iraqi
city of Kut, state media said."We
have compiled a list of 59 victims
whose identities have been con-
firmed, but one body was so badly
burned that it has been extremely
difficult to identify," Reuters quot-
ed a city health official as saying,
as more bodies are being recov-
ered."The number of victims has
reached about 50 people, martyrs
and injured, in the tragic fire at a
major shopping center" which
broke out late on Wednesday, the Wasit
province governor, Mohammed al-
Miyahi, told the official INA news
agency.The mall was opened just five
days ago, according to a report in
AFP.Unverified viral footage circulat-
ing online showed a massive section of
a building engulfed in flames, thick
black smoke billowing into the

sky.CNN geolocated a video shared on
Facebook, confirming it depicted a
multi-story building in Kut consumed
by fire, with a crowd trapped on the
rooftop as firefighters worked to con-
tain the blaze. Another video posted on
X showed people calmly evacuating the
building even as flames roared above
them.Photos shared on Telegram cap-

tured crowds gathered behind
barriers at an unverified location
during the day, with emergency
vehicles stationed nearby.
According to local media, Wasit's
governor has announced three
days of mourning for the fire vic-
tims.The cause of the fire
remains unknown, but officials
have opened an investigation.
"We have filed lawsuits against
the building and mall owner," the
Wasit governor told INA, stating
that preliminary findings would
be released within 48

hours.Ambulances continued transport-
ing casualties until 4 a.m., overwhelm-
ing a hospital in Kut, located roughly
160 km (100 miles) southeast of
Baghdad.In view of the tragedy, Miyahi
declared three days of provincial
mourning and confirmed legal action
would be taken against the building and
mall owner.

Akbar Brutal But Tolerant, Babur Ruthless: New
NCERT Textbook's Description of Mughal Era

The NCERT social science textbook for
Class VIII, titled 'Exploring Society:
India and Beyond’, highlights alleged
"religious intolerance and brutality"
during the Mughal era. It describes
Akbar's rule as a mix of "brutality" and
"tolerance", labels Babur as a "ruthless
conqueror", and portrays Aurangzeb as
a "military ruler" who reinstated taxes
on non-Muslims.Babur, the first
Mughal emperor, is depicted in the text-
book as both cultured and intellectually
curious in his autobiography. However,
it also notes his reputation for being
"brutal and ruthless". The book states,
"Babur was also a brutal and ruthless
conqueror, slaughtering entire popula-
tions of cities, enslaving women and
children, and taking pride in erecting
'towers of skulls' made from the slaugh-
tered people of plundered cities."
Historical Context in Education
The updated Class 8 social science text-
book combines history, geography,
civics, and economics into one resource
for the first half of the academic year. A
second part will be released later.
Previously covered in Class VII, topics
on the Delhi Sultanate have now been
shifted to Class VIII following recom-
mendations from the National
Curriculum Framework for School
Education (NCFSE)-2023.A note titled

"Darker Periods in History" accompa-
nies these chapters. It states that no one
today should be held accountable for
past events. The section on the Delhi
Sultanate mentions attacks on sacred
images in Buddhist, Jain, and Hindu
temples driven by both plunder and
iconoclasm.The Class VIII science text-
book 'Curiosity’ showcases India's sci-
entific heritage from ancient discover-
ies to modern concepts. It integrates tra-
ditional knowledge with contemporary
scientific education to foster curiosity,
environmental awareness, ethical val-
ues, and critical thinking among stu-
dents.In its foreword, NCERT mentions
that the textbook aims to promote sci-
entific temper and rational thinking
through real-life connections and value-
based education. The 228-page book
includes sections like 'Probe and
Ponder’ and 'Be a Scientist’ to encour-
age scientific inquiry among students.A
section titled 'Our Scientific Heritage’
discusses India's traditional variolation
method against smallpox long before
modern vaccines. It links ancient prac-
tices to current advancements by high-
lighting Indian vaccine companies' con-
tributions during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic.The chapter 'Particulate Nature of
Matter’ credits Acharya Kanad with
introducing the concept of Parmanu

(atom). Another chapter discusses
ancient texts mentioning alloys used for
medicinal purposes. The book also cov-
ers ISRO missions like Chandrayaan 1-
3 for lunar studies, Aditya L1 for solar
research, and Mangalyaan for Mars
exploration.
Incorporating Inspirational Stories
The updated English textbook includes
a chapter on Major Somnath Sharma,
India's first Param Vir Chakra awardee
recognized for bravery at the Battle of
Budgam. Stories about Verghese Kurien
and Bibha Chowdhuri are also fea-
tured.The Class 5 English textbook
'Santoor’ encourages students to
explore various vocations through illus-
trations showing diverse professions
like a woman pilot alongside a male
chef. An illustration of a woman pan-
chayat head is included in a chapter
about panchayats.

Air India Finds No Fault In Boeing 787 Fuel
Control Switches After DGCA Directive

Air India has successfully completed precau-
tionary inspections on the fuel control switch
(FCS) locking mechanisms of all its Boeing
787-8 Dreamliners, with no faults detected,
officials from the Tata-owned airline con-
firmed.The move came after the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) issued a
directive earlier this week, asking all Indian
operators to inspect the FCS of specific
Boeing models - including all B787
Dreamliners and certain B737s - by July
21.According to a communication sent to
pilots late Wednesday, Air India stated: "All
our Boeing 787-8 aircraft have also under-
gone Throttle Control Module (TCM)
replacement in line with Boeing's mainte-
nance schedule. The FCS is part of this mod-
ule."Air India, which operates 33
Dreamliners, said its engineering teams initi-
ated the inspections over the past weekend
and have since completed checks across the
fleet without discovering any issues. The air-
line informed its pilots that they are now fully
compliant with the DGCA's July 14 direc-
tive.Pilots were also reminded to maintain
vigilance and to report any irregularities in
the technical log, as per existing protocols.
The airline added that a specific diagnostic
tool is available for operational use in case
any concern arises during flights.This round
of precautionary inspections comes amid
increased scrutiny following the preliminary
report by the Aircraft Accident Investigation
Bureau (AAIB) into the crash of AI 171,
which controversially suggested a possible
"suicide theory." The report has drawn back-
lash from the pilot community, with many
objecting to what they believe is an unfair
insinuation against the flight crew, both of
whom died in the crash.Multiple pilots
expressed concern over the report's tone: "A
Dreamliner operated by a Japanese carrier
recently experienced twin engine failure
post-landing, even though the FCS remained
in the 'run' position. Such failures can happen
for various reasons, and FCS switches may
toggle without direct pilot input. To imply
pilot intent in the preliminary AAIB report is
both unjust and deeply troubling," they
said.While Air India continues to uphold its
safety standards through rigorous mainte-
nance and inspections, the broader aviation
community in India is calling for restraint in
attributing causes during the early phases of
crash investigations.

Airstrike Caught On Live TV: Israeli Missiles Hit Syrian Defence HQ In Damascus
In a dramatic moment caught on live tele-
vision, an Israeli missile strike targeted
Syria's Ministry of Defence building in
Damascus just as a news anchor was
broadcasting. The female anchor was visi-
bly shocked as a massive explosion erupt-
ed behind her, shaking the camera and
sending a large cloud of grey smoke into
the sky. In a state of panic, she fled the
scene mid-broadcast. The video of the
incident has since gone viral across social

media platforms.The strike was part of
Israel's ongoing military operations in
Syria, marking the third consecutive day
of airstrikes. According to reports, the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF) first struck
near the entrance of the Syrian Defence
Ministry in the morning, followed by a
larger bombing of the same location sever-
al hours later.The escalation comes amid
intensifying clashes between Syrian gov-
ernment forces and Druze militias in the

southern city of Sweida. Visuals from
Damascus show extensive damage and
thick plumes of smoke rising from build-
ings, reflecting the magnitude of the
strikes.The Israeli military has indicated
that more strikes could follow. The IDF
has already targeted Syrian government
convoys and increased its presence along
the borders, suggesting a deepening
involvement in the region.Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addressed

the nation in a video message posted on X
(formerly Twitter), expressing solidarity
with the Druze community in Israel and
Syria. "My brothers, the Druze citizens of
Israel: the situation in Sweida, the situa-
tion in southwestern Syria, is very serious.
The IDF is operating, the Air Force is
operating, other forces are operating. We
are acting to save our Druze brothers and
to eliminate the gangs of the regime," he
said.
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

      
       
      

       


        
       

         
      
        





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