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  

 

      
        
        




   
    
    
   
   

   
    
    
 
  
  
   
    


         
       
          





    

     
    


   


      

    
     
   
      
    



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      
        

     

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        

        
 
        
 
         


       
      
        

       


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  
        
         
       
       

    
         
       
       

         
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
















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






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        

        
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         
     
       

  



        
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    
     
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

    

 
     

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
      
       
        
 
        
       
        
       
        

       
       




          

          
         


        
        
 

         

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        


 
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

     



 

        
        
         
 


          
        
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         
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       
        
        
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       


   
    
     
   
   

    
 

  

   
  
   
  


   
 
  


      


    
     


    
      


     










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        
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
         
         

         

       

 
       


       
    

          




       
 
       
      


      




        
       
       
        


        
      





5 
11 WEDNESDAY MARCH 2026



          
         


        

 

        

 

    

       
         

        
        
     
 
       


         
  

 
        

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       

          


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The evolution of state-controlled humanity
Today, as predictive policing, biometric
surveillance, and algorithmic profiling
silently erode human dignity, we must
confront a stark truth: the architecture of
inhumanity has evolved, not ended Last
week, Japan released the service records of
officers and soldiers before its defeat in
1945, made public on May  15 by the
country’s National Archives. The docu-
ments revealed that some personnel were
assigned to clandestine units in China: one
in Nanjing, identified as Unit 1,644, and
another in Guangzhou, numbered 8,604.
The military personnel in these units
reportedly conducted bacteriological
experiments on human subjects. Until
now, only Unit 731, located near Harbin
— now in China’s Heilongjiang province
— was known for carrying out such activ-
ities from 1938 until the end of the Second
World War.” The service records confirm
the existence in China of a network of
units conducting these experiments and
coordinating their activities,” explained
Katsuo Nishiyama, emeritus professor at
Shiga University of Medical Science and a
specialist in Japan’s imperial-era biologi-
cal weapons programmes. Units 1,644 and
8,604 — with the one in Nanjing being the
largest — were overseen, like Unit 731, by
the Tokyo-based Epidemic Prevention and
Water Purification Department.Their pri-
mary activity reportedly involved experi-
menting on humans to enable Japan to
develop biological weapons, in flagrant
violation of the 1925 Geneva Protocol pro-
hibiting chemical and biological warfare.
Yet the significance of this week’s release
gains graver depth when juxtaposed with
the declassified “Top Secret” CIA corre-
spondence from 1947, in which Shiro Ishii
— the commanding figure of Unit 731 —
is directly implicated in aerial dispersion
of plague-infested fleas and cholera bacte-
ria over Chinese cities.In one instance, 70
kilograms of typhoid and five kilograms of
cholera bacilli were manufactured and
released by Ishii and 100 subordinates in
Hangzhou. In another, experiments using
anthrax and plague bacilli on condemned

Manchurian prisoners were personally
supervised by Ishii and his staff. The
American legal section in Tokyo, reporting
these atrocities, concluded that Ishii’s
group had likely violated rules of land
warfare but crucially, advised no prosecu-
tions, citing the need for
corroboration.That corroboration never
came. What did come was immunity,
offered quietly by US occupation authori-
ties in exchange for data. There is an
unsettling quality to the revelation, not
because it surprises us, but because it
reminds us of how efficiently modern
states have learned to obscure their darkest
pursuits behind the sterile veneer of
bureaucratic documentation. We are no
longer startled by the grotesque — we are
merely resigned to its recurrence. What
Unit 731, and now Units 1,644 and 8,604,
represent is not merely historical horror
but the forebear of a continuously evolving
paradigm of institutionalised cruelty — an
apparatus where the individual ceases to
be human and is instead transmuted into a
datum, a utility, a variable in a clandestine
calculus of power.The atrocities commit-
ted by these units were not anomalies of
madness; they were clinically executed
projects of rationalised inhumanity.
Vivisections without anaesthesia, frostbite
studies on bare limbs, forced plague infec-
tions, weaponisation of cholera through
aerial dispersal — these were not the
sadistic whims of deranged soldiers but
calculated scientific undertakings, sanc-
tioned at the highest echelons of military
command. When former assistants recall
slicing open conscious prisoners as a mat-
ter of scientific routine, when the nomen-
clature of “maruta” — wooden logs — is
used to refer to living human beings, we
are not witnessing a collapse of civilisation
but its macabre reconfiguration. The
human subject was rendered not just dis-
posable, but conceptually void. There was
no crime, for there was no victim — mere-
ly an object, a component, a specimen. It
would be a profound error to treat this as a
pathology unique to Imperial Japan. State-

sponsored erasure of personhood is not a
historical relic. It is a modality — mutable,
adaptive, and increasingly sophisticated.
Where once scalpels and serums sufficed,
today’s instruments of control are algo-
rithms, neural interfaces, predictive polic-
ing matrices and biometric surveillance.
The sinews of tyranny have grown digital.
The terror of Unit 731 was visceral, it bled,
it screamed. The terror of the modern sur-
veillance state is silent and seamless. It
categorises rather than dissects, but the
telos remains the same: to redefine the
human not as a sovereign moral entity, but
as an input to a system. The apotheosis of
the state is not its capacity to kill, but its
ability to render lives irrelevant except as
data points. Drones do not deliberate the
value of human life; they execute based on
geofenced logic. Predictive policing does
not inquire about innocence; it infers guilt
from behaviour correlations.Social credit
systems do not discern the soul of a citi-
zen; they tabulate conformity and punish
deviation. These are not speculative
dystopias. They are extant practices, legit-
imised under the aegis of security, efficien-
cy, and progress. The biologically pro-
grammed disregard for ethical limits seen
in Unit 731 found its outrageous apogee in
a scalpel carving through living flesh.
Today, that disregard finds new form in
facial recognition systems that can trigger
detainment for dissent, in AI models that
silently filter refugees from digital asylum
queues, and in neural marketing that subtly
hijacks cognition to monetise impulse.

What distinguishes today’s iteration of
state violence is its ideological
hygiene.The horror is antiseptic and
anonymised. Whereas Ishii’s atrocities
left charred remnants and eyewitnesses,
our age’s ethical transgressions are
encoded in machine learning protocols,
buried in terms and conditions, and
obfuscated by the language of optimisa-
tion. We no longer need euphemisms
like “maruta” — the human subject dis-
appears not through crude renaming but
through the algorithmic excision of

identity itself. Japan’s post-war evasion of
justice for Unit 731 exemplifies how his-
torical crimes are not merely covered up,
but strategically repurposed.The US, in its
Cold War paranoia, traded immunity for
Ishii’s “research”. Here, too, lies a univer-
sal pattern: when power converges with
information, morality is sidelined. And
yet, a culture that never reckons with its
past cannot apprehend the shape of its
future. The denial of Unit 731’s legacy, the
institutional amnesia surrounding the bio-
logical experimentation programmes, and
the deliberate reintegration of war crimi-
nals into academic and industrial life — all
these signal a deeper malaise. It is not just
that crimes were committed, but that the
moral infrastructure of accountability was
never built.The machinery of forgetting
was as meticulous as the machinery of
death. Today, this machinery has been
automated. Today, individuals face a state
that no longer relies on physical force but
on predictive data and emotion recogni-
tion. Borders are controlled by neural net-
works, and social order is shaped by
engagement metrics.Our right to privacy
fades daily through devices we willingly
carry. We live in an age where code, not
just Governments, defines us  — deciding
mortgages, profiling travellers, and moni-
toring communities. These informational
eugenics focus on behaviour, not biology,
with efficiency replacing cruelty. Sove
reignty now lies in modelling and control-
ling life, where humans are measured by
machines beyond our understanding.

Bangladesh on edge: Election deadlock sparks tensions
Key power centers are issuing conflicting ulti-
matums, while suspicions of delay, conspiracy,
and unrest simmer just beneath the surface. With
Yunus’ interim Government under increasing
pressure and opposition factions threatening agi-
tation, Bangladesh appears poised for a
showdownIs turmoil brewing in Bangladesh?
According to a report in The Daily Star of May
28, 2025, Muhammad Yunus, on a four-day visit
to Japan at the time of writing, told former
Japanese prime minister and Japan-Bangladesh
Parliamentary Friendship League President, Taro
Aso, that elections to Bangladesh’s National
Parliament will be held by June 2026, under any
circumstance. Yunus, who, as chief adviser, is
the head of Bangladesh’s interim Government,
had further said that the interim administration
was focusing on three priorities — reforms, the
trials of the perpetrators of political violence and
the forthcoming national elections.According to
a report in the Dhaka Tribune of the same date,
echoing Yunus, his press secretary, Shafiqul
Alam, said after his meeting with Taro Aso, that
Yunus was moving forward with three specific
agendas — reform, trial (of fascist elements),
and election. “He will announce a specific date
for the elections once everything is ready.”On
the other hand, addressing virtually from
London, a rally organised by three front organi-
sations of the Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) — the Chhatra Dal, the Jubo Dal and the
Swechhasebak Dal — the party’s acting chair-
man, Tarique Rahman, said on May 28, “We call

on the interim Government: national elections
must be held by this December.” Emphasising
that elections must take place “within this time-
frame,” he asked his “dear countrymen” to pre-
pare to ensure that national elections were held
by December. Alleging that certain factions with-
in the Government were conspiring to delay the
elections, he added, “It appears that efforts to
stall the upcoming election have already begun.
The future of the election seems entangled in
endless debates over so-called minor and major
reforms. People are beginning to believe that
these reform discussions are merely tactics to
buy time, and that some within and outside the
interim Government may have ulterior
motives.”Earlier, addressing virtually a discus-
sion marking the 18th anniversary of the found-
ing of the National People’s Party in Dhaka, on
May 25, 2025, he had called for constructive
criticism of the Government, irrespective of
whether it was an elected Government, an inter-
im Government or a caretaker Government.The
country’s people were not at the mercy of the
Government, which must fulfil their legitimate
demands.According to a report published in
Prothom Alo English, the English language edi-
tion of Bangladesh’s leading Bengali daily,
Prothom Alo, General Waker-Uz-Zaman, the
country’s Chief of Army Staff, had said during
an address to Bangladesh Army officers of dif-
ferent ranks stationed in Dhaka, on May 21,
2025, that the next national election should be
held by December 2025. Noting that his stance

on the issue remained unchanged, he added that
it was the right of an elected Government to
determine the country’s future course.General
Waker-Uz-Zaman also stated that a decision
regarding the transfer of the control of the New
Mooring Container Terminal (NCT) at
Chattogram port to foreign entities, should be
taken by a political Government, which should
also decide on facilitating the establishment of a
humanitarian corridor for the passage of aid to
Myanmar’s Rakhine state. Regarding the much-
vaunted reforms, he said he had no idea of what
they were as he was not consulted about them.
The National Citizen Party, established on
February 28, 2025, by the students who were at
the forefront of the movement that ousted Sheikh
Hasina, is apparently in no hurry to hold the
elections. According to a report in The Daily
Star of April 17, 2025, Nahid Islam, the party’s
convenor, told the press in Dhaka on April 16,
that the administration was helping the BNP and
free and fair elections were not possible under it.
He also said that his party sought fundamental
reforms leading to qualitative changes in the
state. Moving towards elections without structur-
al changes would be dangerous for the country
and his party would have to consider whether to
participate in such an election or not. According
to another report in The Daily Star of April 21,
2025, Nasiruddin Patwari, the NCP’s Chief
Coordinator, who met Bangladesh’s Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC) at the head of a
delegation of his party, had urged him to hold

the election only after the full implementation of
electoral reforms, which should be possible
under the timeframe suggested by Yunus. Other
NCP leaders have said that elections should be
held only after the trial and punishment of
Sheikh Hasina and other Awami League leaders
(whom they have proclaimed mass
murderers).Clearly, there are two divergent posi-
tions — one by Yunus and the student leaders,
and the other by the BNP and the Bangladesh
Army — on the timing of the elections. The
Jamaat-e-Islami Bangladesh, extremely close at
one time to the BNP when it had two important
ministers in the coalition Government headed by
its leader, Begum Khaleda Zia, is leaning
towards Yunus, stating the latter’s choice of the
time for the next parliamentary elections was
acceptable to it.The party, which is in close
touch with other fundamentalist Islamic political
organisations and parties like the Hefazat-e-
Islam and Islami Andolan Bangladesh, is clearly
keeping its options open. On the other hand,
relations between Yunus, the BNP and the army
are not of the friendliest kind. Aligned with
Yunus is the Council of Advisers running the
interim Government and the National Citizen
Party. Things are turning increasingly nasty.
According to a report in Dhaka Tribune, Zainul
Abedin Farroque, a member of the BNP
Chairperson’s Advisory Council, told a rally on
March 12, 2025, that the new party (NCP) was
now trying “to create chaos to delay the elec-
tion... 
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Reclaiming our humanity: A call to connection in a fragmented world
Amid global turmoil, Danish explorer
Thor Pedersen’s journey to every country
without flying stands as quiet proof that
kindness and shared humanity endure —
even in the unlikeliest places. It’s a story of
contrast, conviction, and
hopeSeptuagenarian Dr Iain McGilchrist,
a world-renowned philosopher, psychia-
trist and neuroscientist, recently addressed
a symposium titled The Future of
Humanity, where he delved into some of
the most pressing questions at the heart of
our existence-the existence of what is
good, beautiful, and true. Reflecting on his
lifetime, he observed that these fundamen-
tal transcendental values have been
increasingly sidelined, decried, debased,
and even destroyed. “It is not just that we
are distracted from the truth,” he noted,
“but we demand protection from it, lest it
hurt us-in case life itself hurts us.”This
observation resonates deeply in a world
increasingly perceived as unkind, unfeel-
ing, and unconcerned, where the very
essence of humanity-compassion, love,
and concern-seems to be vanishing at an
alarming rate.In our hyper-competitive
socio-political environment, every sphere
of life-familial, social, professional, and
spiritual-is under strain. Systems meant to
support them are collapsing. Yet amid this
bleakness, glimmers of hope remain. One
such beacon is a traveller’s journey-
marked by twists, encounters, and insights,
offering a powerful affirmation of the
human spirit.Take the journey of Thor
Pedersen, a Danish explorer. Thor is the
only person in history to travel to every
country in the world without flying.
Between 2013 and 2023, he visited over
200 nations-India being his 168th-using
only ships, trains, buses, and other ground
or sea-based transport. His journey was
more than a feat of endurance; it became a
profound exploration of humanity, tran-
scending borders, cultures, and beliefs.At
the heart of his experience lay a simple
truth: “People are just people.” Wherever
he went, he met ordinary people living
ordinary lives-finding joy in food, music,
and sports, and valuing safety and stability
over political and religious divides. Across

every border he crossed, he was met with
kindness and generosity. Strangers offered
him meals, shelter, contacts, translations,
or simply a smile when he needed it most-
true to the spirit of our shared
humanity.His realisation deepened when
he observed: “If we reduce people to num-
bers and statistics, we create distance and
lose empathy. Divide and conquer is an
age-old strategy, and it works well-but at
what cost? We can keep dividing the world
until, eventually, we all sit
alone.”However, the Danish globetrotter’s
voyage was not without challenges. He
encountered a few unpleasant incidents
and individuals along the way, threatened
by drunk, armed, and hostile men, battling
cerebral malaria, and being held at gun-
point. While all this, however, did not dis-
hearten him, we are reminded of
Gandhiji’s profound words: “You must not
lose faith in humanity. Humanity is like an
ocean; if a few drops of the ocean are dirty,
the ocean does not become dirty.”
Thor’s journey, devoid of privilege and
elitism-underscores vital truths:
a) Even if gentleness and kindness seem to
be in decline, they continue to thrive quiet-
ly at the grassroots.
b)Though humanity struggles to find its
rightful place in a world consumed by the
relentless pursuit of power, pleasure, and
profit, it is not lost - only marginalised.
c) As we glamorise wealth, we risk losing
the very qualities that define us as human-
compassion, care, and cooperation.History

bears witness to countless indi-
viduals who, in moments of cri-
sis, be it accidents, tragedies, or
desperate need - step forward
uninvited, saving lives and
rekindling faith in humanity.
Though often overlooked, their
actions quietly pull humanity
back from the brink.That said,
the world remains enmeshed in
grave, interconnected crises-
war, inequality, poverty, climate
change-all demanding collective
will. Sadly, world leaders,
despite their promises, continue
to ignore the catastrophic plight

of millions. As they routinely gather to
design an ostensibly better future, they
remain either unable or unwilling to
respond-revealing not just a failure of
meaningful action, but a failure of intent.
Grim Realities
For long, we have viewed the world as
manipulable and controllable-ripe to be
bent to our will. Therefore, few doubt that
many crises plaguing our world are not
mere accidents of fate or unavoidable cir-
cumstances; they are often the deliberate
outcomes of power-driven agendas.
Fueled by greed, ruthless self-interest, and
an insatiable thirst for domination, these
forces ignite brutal conflict, widespread
deprivation, environmental devastation,
racism, and religious extremism-creating a
reality steeped in suffering and
division.Poverty, an affront to human dig-
nity, heightens vulnerability to abuse. Tied
to climate change, it’s set to intensify-new
research led by Dr Timothy Neal
(University of New South Wales) warns
the average person could be 40% poorer if
global temperatures rise by
4°C.Shockingly, those who hold power-
whether in struggling countries, develop-
ing economies, or even the most devel-
oped nations-have often abandoned
humanity as the foundation of governance.
Opportunistic toxic politics and hybrid
forms of authoritarianism continue to
destroy the sacred ground of human digni-
ty, pushing aside the cardinal principle that
must guide all leadership: People Over

Everything.Even the COVID-19 crisis-
exposing vulnerabilities and inequities-
failed to instil lasting solidarity. Human
dignity remains dispensable.What of more
grim realities? According to the Geneva
Academy, more than 45 armed conflicts
are currently raging across the Middle East
and North Africa. Africa follows closely,
with over 35 non-international armed con-
flicts (NIACs). Asia remains a battle-
ground for 19 such conflicts, while Europe
contends with seven.Bleak as it may seem,
this is a call to action-one urging us to
deepen our commitment to humanistic val-
ues, where every life is worthwhile, want-
ed, and welcomed.While it may be sim-
plistic to expect everything to align per-
fectly with the humanistic way, it is crucial
to recognise the deeper causes of suffering,
distress, and anguish within the fabric of
human society-locally, nationally, and
globally. In an age of deep disillusionment,
we must remember: the world is not mere-
ly a map of borders, but a shared home.As
Professor Harvey Whitehouse of Oxford
reminds us: “Remembering that we are all
related and experience many of the same
challenges could be the key to solving
global problems-from intergroup conflicts
to poverty and the climate crisis.”What
kind of world do we want to live in? If we
fail to address this, we risk sliding into a
soulless existence-a world full of people,
yet empty of humanity. We may exist, but
we will not truly live. The degradation of
humanity is not inevitable. Though messi-
ness and imperfection are part of what
makes us human, it is in our ability to
reclaim substantive conversation and
enrich our relationships, based on human-
istic virtues. Our hearts and minds-feeling,
willing, knowing, sensing-must not grow
numb to the suffering that surrounds us.
We must not be swayed by eloquent
words, empty rhetoric, or the shallow dis-
play of symbolism. Only through real, tan-
gible action can we reclaim what is slip-
ping away-the very essence of our shared
humanity.The imperative of our times:
Reawakening our humanity — Embracing
what matters most-People, planet, and our
shared future.

WAVES 2025: Redefining global media diplomacy
WAVES weaves together storytelling, tech-
nology and international cooperation to
reshape the global media and entertainment.
This summit marks a decisive leap into a
future where India leads with innovation,
cultural capital and strategic foresightCome
May 1st, India has truly arrived with the
WAVES Entertainment Summit being held in
Mumbai from 1st to 4th of May 2025. The
summit echoes the vision envisaged in 2019
by PM Modi in his speech at the inaugura-
tion of the National Museum of Indian
Cinema; highlighting Indian cinema as a
powerful medium of global outreach and soft
power, calling it a “silent force” that shapes
global perceptions and connects cultures. He
emphasised cinema’s potential to promote
film tourism, inviting international filmmak-
ers to explore India’s diverse landscapes. The
design of WAVES is an unusual convergence
of like-mindedness of M&E stakeholders;
individuals or institutions that think alike in
carving out a landscape that will be suited
for the global fraternity responsible for creat-
ing content and its consumption. WAVES
2025 brings a bold new phase of soft power
diplomacy, focusing on transformative and

technology-driven partnerships. Innovation
in this segment is bound to create a new buzz
for foreign policy tie-ups, carried forward on
the wings of emerging tools such as Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Virtual Reality (VR), and
immersive content ecosystems. The diverse
participation at WAVES will open unprece-
dented avenues for multilateral cooperation
and dialogue across critical areas of knowl-
edge sharing, media engagement, storytelling
ecosystems, and digital co-productions. It
provides India with an unparalleled opportu-
nity to assert global leadership in the creative
domain; by fusing its creativity quotient,
strategic foresight, and cultural capital into a
soft power matrix that fosters goodwill and
purposeful international collaboration.At the
heart of WAVES 2025 lies its evocative
tagline: “Connecting Creators, Connecting
Countries”, a bold declaration of India’s
intent to reposition itself as a global M&E
powerhouse. As a summit that seeks to
reimagine communication diplomacy, one of
its most awaited outcomes is the WAVES
Declaration, a visionary charter that could
reshape the media discourse globally.Rarely
has a platform attempted to knit together cre-

ativity, business, leadership, and soft power
into a cohesive global identity. But WAVES
seeks to do just that, with a Global Media
Dialogue, a declaration of shared values, and
a structured roadmap for the M&E industry
that reflects the ethos of a borderless, tech-
enabled, creatively interconnected world.
The declaration will place communication-
clear, coherent, and collaborative-at the cen-
tre of a new global information order, found-
ed on equity, access, equality, and participa-
tion.WAVES has quietly but effectively given
a new meaning to soft power diplomacy
wherein all constituents that create charisma
associated with knowledge sharing and story-
telling play a critical role in bilateral or mul-
tilateral cooperation. It would be appropriate
to mention that diplomacy will adorn new
wings of change based on creativity, innova-
tion and the spirit of collaboration. WAVES
will truly be the “Mahakumbh” of ideas,
opportunities, experiences and knowledge
sharing.The philosophical underpinning of
WAVES 2025 can be distilled into the 7 Cs
of Communication: Clarity, Conciseness,
Concreteness, Correctness, Coherence,
Completeness, and Courtesy. These seven

pillars not only ensure effective storytelling
but serve as diplomatic principles guiding
cross-border media collaboration. They offer
a timeless framework as we enter an era
where communication is the new currency of
power, diplomacy, and development.With
narratives shaping geopolitics, trade, and
international perception, there is a pressing
need for a Global Media Charter, a binding
commitment from nations to protect freedom
of creative expression, foster diverse story-
telling, and ensure ethical media practices.
WAVES 2025 can be the birthplace of this
transformative shift. In a world increasingly
governed by digital influence and algorith-
mic reach, a unified declaration will help
navigate the ethical dilemmas of deepfakes,
information disorder, and cultural homogeni-
sation. It’s not just about content anymore;
it’s about cultural continuity, technological
responsibility, and global unity through cre-
ative collabor ation.WAVES isn’t just about
short-term buzz, it’s about building some-
thing lasting. It understands that media and
entertainment (M&E) isn’t a quick fix but a
long-term strategic play.
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

        



 
       
        
       


      
        


  



       
           

         
         

   




   
   
    
    


        
        
         
     
        


         
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