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India’s royal: Distorted past, erased legacy

This persistent typecasting of erstwhile
princely states not only disregards their
diverse contributions to the nation, but
also reveals the broader danger of allowing
pop culture, politics, and prejudice to
hijack historical truthSocial historian
Philip Jordan sagely notes, “History is an
aggregate of half-truths, semi-truths,
fables, myths, rumours, prejudices, per-
sonal narratives, gossip and official pre-
varications”. This truism insists that the
wider understanding of history is always
subject to cherry-picking by those with the
“monopoly of the narrative” to frame a
certain narrative that they prefer.

Anyone (or any side) can be made to look
like a saint or sinner, depending on who
gets to define “history”. In a 5000-year-old
civilisation given to many dark corridors
of ravages and societal wounds, it is only
natural that certain perceptions (not neces-
sarily truths) have evolved.These percep-
tions can be further preyed upon to stitch
stereotypes — therefore care and sensitiv-
ity to avoid demonising any individual,

community, or set of “types” is imperative.
The Indian Constitution further articulated
provisions that insisted on the equality of
all without any form of
discrimination.Therefore, Article 14 on
Equality of Law, Article 15 on Prohibition
of Discrimination, Article 16 on Equality
of Opportunity in Public Employment,
Article 17 on Abolition of Untouchability,
Article 18 on Abolition of Titles etc., all
put the citizenry on equal footing with no
allowance for any further disparagement
of any.Sadly, from unhinged politicians,
toxic clergy (from all religions), amoral
media hawks, regional/ethnic suprema-
cists, to even the entertainment honchos in
the Film Industry, all partake in the stereo-
typing route to fructify their selfish objec-
tives, without considering their impact on
the larger society. This insensitivity perpet-
uates dangerous and unfair stereotypes.
The entertainment industry is rife with the
image of fierce gun-wielding Thakurs,
money-lending  Mahajans,  comical
Sardars, heavily accented Gorkha watch-

Recoanising Climate Re

India is already seeing millions displaced
by floods, droughts, cyclones, and deserti-
fication. Yet, these climate refugees
remain legally unrecognised and political-
ly ignored. It’s time the nation confronts
this growing humanitarian crisisAs the
global community marks World Refugee
Day on June 20, it is appropriate to con-
template the challenges endured by mil-
lions forced to leave their homes due to
conflict, violence, or persecution.
Nevertheless, there exists another urgent
crisis that often remains unnoticed — the
increasing number of people displaced not
by war, but by the harsh realities of climate
change. These individuals, known as cli-
mate refugees, remain outside the purview
of international refugee law; however,
their numbers are escalating at an alarming
rate. For a nation like India, which is
acutely vulnerable to climate-induced dis-
asters, acknowledging and addressing this
issue is both a moral obligation and a cru-
cial aspect of policy formulation.Climate
refugees are those compelled to migrate
due to environmental changes, such as ris-
ing sea levels, severe flooding, prolonged
droughts, cyclones, and desertification.
However, within the current international
legal framework, particularly the 1951 UN
Refugee Convention, these individuals are
not officially recognised as refugees. The
Convention primarily addresses those flee-
ing persecution based on race, religion,
nationality, political beliefs, or member-
ship in a particular social group.
Consequently, those displaced by climate
events find themselves in a legally uncer-
tain position. Since the majority of them
migrate internally rather than crossing
international borders, they do not qualify
for traditional refugee protection, compli-
cating efforts to support them.Globally, the
extent of displacement caused by climate
change is already staggering. According to
the Internal Displacement Monitoring
Centre, approximately 14 million people
in India were displaced due to extreme
weather events in 2020 alone. Between
2015 and 2024, over 32 million individu-
als in India were compelled to move due to
disasters, making the country one of the
top three nations most affected by climate-
induced displacement, alongside China
and the Philippines. The World Bank esti-
mates that by 2050, up to 143 million peo-

ple in Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, and
Latin America could become internal cli-
mate migrants, with India projected to rep-
resent a significant portion of this figure
due to its large and climate-sensitive pop-
ulation.A notable case that gained global
attention involved loane Teitiota from
Kiribati, a Pacific island nation facing the
threat of rising sea levels. Teitiota sought
asylum in New Zealand, claiming that
environmental degradation endangered his
life. Although his initial application was
denied, the UN Human Rights Committee
subsequently ruled that Governments
should refrain from returning individuals
to nations where climate change poses a
risk to their right to life. While this ruling
lacks legal enforceability, it has set an
important precedent and underscored the
urgent need for a broader interpretation of
refugee protections relating to climate
change.India’s vulnerability to climate
change is intricately linked to its geogra-
phy, socio-economic conditions, and
reliance on industries vulnerable to climate
Impacts, such as agriculture, fisheries, and
forestry. Areas like Odisha and West
Bengal are addressing the threats posed by
rising sea levels and saltwater intrusion,
complicating agricultural and fishing
activities. In the Himalayan region and
Northeast, unpredictable rainfall, glacial
melting, and frequent flash floods are
compelling people to leave their resi-
dences in search of safer
livelihoods.Ongoing droughts in
Maharashtra and Gujarat are driving rural
families toward urban areas, where they
often end up in overcrowded slums lacking
access to essential services. Annual floods
in Bihar, Uttarakhand, and Assam displace
thousands and cause significant damage to
homes and infrastructure. Likewise, in
coastal regions like Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, displacements resulting from
cyclones are becoming increasingly com-
mon. In Rajasthan and certain regions of
Madhya Pradesh, advancing desertifica-
tion is rendering extensive areas increas-
ingly uninhabitable.Despite these realities,
India does not yet have a specific legal or
policy framework to tackle displacement
triggered by climate change. Although the
2008 National Action Plan on Climate
Change presents strategies for sustainable
development, it does not directly address

men et al. That these stereotypes denote
real-time people from societal/ethnic/reli-
gious groupings who may or may not sub-
scribe to such occupations or characterisa-
tion, is regrettably ignored.Democracy is a
double-edged sword that cuts both ways
— at one end, it asserts the equalising push
of constitutionality, and at the other end, it
puts those in the “minority” (any stereo-
typed grouping) at the risk of ridicule,
especially if such a group does not have
the adequate numbers to fight back. For
such a “minority” group, even the new-
found “cancel-culture” is meaningless and
inefficacious. Such an aggrieved group
finds itself struggling to nuance a narrative
that is so one-sidedly simplistic, and detri-
mental to its perceptions. One such group
given to lazy generalisation, mockery, and
derision, is the erstwhile “Royals”, repre-
senting the 565 odd Princely States (pre-
independence) or their minor feudatories.
The common perception about them still
veers around being trapped in the past and
living  debauched and  decadent

oes on World

the issue of human mobility. The National
Disaster Management Authority (NDMA)
includes displacement as part of its disas-
ter response strategies; however, there is a
deficiency in actionable plans, financial
support, and sustainable rehabilitation
methods. In 2022, a private member’s bill
— the Climate Migrants (Protection and
Rehabilitation) Bill was introduced in
Parliament. This bill sought to create a
framework for the identification, protec-
tion, and rehabilitation of those impacted
by climate change, but unfortunately failed
to gain traction and lapsed without further
debate.The lack of legislative progress
highlights the minimal political focus on
this critical issue. India needs to act
promptly and with determination.
Primarily, it is crucial to establish a com-
prehensive national policy framework that
specifically addresses migration caused by
climate factors. A well-defined policy
would clarify responsibilities, identify
populations at risk, and lay the ground-
work for institutional support and resettle-
ment. In the absence of legal recognition,
climate migrants remain unacknowledged,
making them susceptible to exploitation,
discrimination, and neglect. Moreover,
enhancing local and regional adaptation
efforts is vital to mitigate forced migration.
Focused investments in climate-resilient
infrastructure, sustainable job opportuni-
ties, and early warning systems are essen-
tial for at-risk communities. By strength-
ening local resilience, the necessity for
migration can be reduced while ensuring
that urban and peri-urban areas accommo-
dating climate migrants are adequately
equipped with housing, sanitation, health-
care, and strategies for disaster risk reduc-
tion.Lastly, India ought to establish a ded-
icated fund for climate refugees and dis-

lives.Supposedly handlebar-moustached
men of the group still drive around in open
jeeps with the demure ladies with their
heads covered in French Chiffon sarees
and Basra pearls tinkering around,
demurely! This wholly inadequate and
reductive image harks back to the times of
Life magazine published in 1947 which
noted the Maharajas to have “11 ftitles,
three uniforms, 5.8 wives, 12.6 children,
five palaces, 9.2 elephants, and not less
than 3.4 Rolls Royce cars”!While the
essential reality has evolved to far more
egalitarian moorings, the stereotypes per-
sist. That there is a new breed of overenti-
tled and affluent ‘Maharajas’ (from the
world of politics, industry captains and
even entertainment czars) — yet the sur-
name of most villains in films is still suf-
fixed with “Singh”!In a shocking portray-
al of stereotyping a community, the 1992
film Jo Jeeta Wohi Sikandar featured two
colleges representing contrasting social
classes, values, and conduct: Rajput
College and Model College.
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placed individuals. Unlike traditional dis-
aster relief funds that focus on immediate
responses, this fund should promote long-
term rehabilitation, skill development,
social integration, and infrastructure
Improvements in resettlement areas.
Collaborations between the public and pri-
vate sectors, international technical sup-
port, and contributions from global climate
funds could greatly assist in realising this
initiative. The global community has start-
ed to acknowledge the urgent threat posed
by climate-driven migration; however, the
responses undertaken remain fragmented
and insufficient.Reports from the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (IPCC) have consistently empha-
sised South Asia as one of the regions most
vulnerable to climate change. The reper-
cussions for India will encompass not just
environmental concerns, but also econom-
ic, social, and political challenges, as cli-
mate-induced displacement could strain
urban infrastructure, exacerbate inequality,
and heighten tensions in already fragile
areas.World Refugee Day, with this year’s
theme of “Solidarity with Refugees,”
serves as an important reminder of our col-
lective responsibility to help those who
have been forced to leave their homes,
communities, and sources of livelihood.
Although the historical emphasis has been
on individuals fleeing from conflict and
persecution, it is crucial that we now
expand our compassion and recognition to
include those displaced by climate change.
Climate refugees are not merely victims;
they are resilient individuals facing the
consequences of a crisis they did not cre-
ate. As the impacts of climate change
intensify, India must take the initiative. It
Is essential to widen the national dialogue
on displacement to specifically acknowl-
edge climate refugees and ensure that our
policies, legal frameworks, and institu-
tions adapt to address this emerging
humanitarian issue. By taking these steps,
India can turn solidarity into meaningful
action, demonstrating leadership in
response to one of the most urgent global
challenges of our time. Protecting the
rights and dignity of individuals affected
by climate change is not only a moral obli-
gation but also a reflection of our shared
humanity.



Patnetic; Why United Sates
Looking Down At India?

For a long time, now, there have been several strate-
gic and financial relationships between India and
the United States, but we have taken an interesting
time in the recent past.Recent remarks from the
White House have once again triggered debate
about how the United States views its relationship
with India. During a press briefing, White House
Press Secretary Karoline Leavitt said that Washing
ton had “temporarily permitted” India to accept
shipments of Russian oil that were already at
sea.The explanation was that the decision was made
to ensure stable energy supplies during rising ten-
sions linked to the conflict involving Iran. While the
statement was meant to clarify a short term policy
adjustment, the language used has raised eyebrows
in India. Describing the decision as the United
States allowing India to accept oil creates the
impression that New Delhi requires Washington’s
approval to manage its own energy security.For a
sovereign nation and a major global economy, such
wording can easily be interpreted as patronizing.
India has consistently maintained that its energy
purchases are guided by national interest and market
conditions.Oil imports from Russia increased after
Western sanctions reshaped global supply chains,
helping India secure affordable energy for its vast
population and industries. The deeper issue is about
respect between strategic partners. India and the
United States often describe their relationship as
one of equals, built on shared democratic values and
growing economic cooperation.
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The United States of America is going to witness their
first oil refinery unit, and this is going to be established
by other than Indian based Reliance Industries and
here’s a look into the same.U.S. President Donald
Trump has announced plans for a massive new oil refin-
ery in the United States with backing from India’s ener-
gy giant Reliance Industries. The project, which Trump
described as a “historic” investment, would mark the
first new major oil refinery built in the U.S. in nearly 50
years.According to the announcement, the refinery will
be constructed at the Port of Brownsville in
Brownsville, located in the state of Texas near the U.S.
Mexico border. The facility is expected to be developed
by a company called America First Refining with signif-
icant  investment  support  from Reliance
Industries. Trump said the refinery project could be
worth up to 300 billion dollars and described it as one
of the largest energy investments in U.S. history. The
plant is expected to process American light shale crude
and could handle around 168000 barrels of oil per day
once operational.Officials claim the project could help
strengthen domestic energy production, reduce the U.S.
trade deficit and create thousands of jobs in South
Texas. The refinery is also expected to produce billions
of gallons of refined fuels for both domestic use and
exports.However, some industry analysts remain cau-
tious about the plan. They note that the Gulf Coast
already has significant refining capacity and question
whether a new facility is economically necessary. If
completed, the refinery would represent a major step in
U.S. energy infrastructure and a significant collabora-
tion between American energy companies and Reliance
Industries.
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The Ie|ading investigation agency in the nited States,
the FBI has announced a massive $1 million bounty to
nab an Indian origin, culprit, and here is looking into
the story.The Federal Bureau of Investigation has
increased the reward to USD 1 million for information
leading to the arrest of an Indian national accused of
murdering his wife in the United States.The fugitive,
Bhadreshkumar Chetanbhai Patel, is currently on tlhe
United States, president, Donald Trump has been tak-
ing several reformative measures with regard to the
implementation of his own administration in the coun-
try. And now he has come up with a completely new
discourse and let us have a look into the
same.President Donald Trump has proposed a new
election and social policy framework called the Save
America Act, outlining several measures that he says
are aimed at protecting election integrity and address-
ing cultural issues in the United States.In a statement
shared with supporters, Trump called for stricter vot-
ing rules across the country. Under the proposal, all
voters would be required to present a valid voter iden-
tification before casting their ballots.The plan also
states that voters must provide proof of United States
citizenship in order to participate in federal elections.
Trump argues that these steps would help prevent ille-
gal voting and strengthen confidence in the electoral
process.Another key provision of the proposal focuses
on mail voting. The plan calls for eliminating most
mail in ballots, allowing them only under limited cir-
cumstances such as illness, disability, military service,
or when a voter is traveling.According to Trump,

restricting mail ballots would reduce the risk of fraud
and ensure that elections remain secure. The proposal

U ————— — ——

It is known that all of India has been struggling with
the shortage of commercial gas supply over the last
couple of days. In this context, several hotels across
Mumbai, Bengaluru, and Hyderabad have about possi-
ble shut down due to the reduction in LPG
supply.However, the government has made it very
clear that the stocks for the LPG gas supply is ade-

quate, and there is no reason for households to be
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FBI’s Ten Most Wanted Fugitives list and has been on
the run for nearly a decade.Patel, originally from
Gujarat, is accused of killing his wife Palak Patel on
April 12, 2015, while the couple were working togeth-
er at a doughnut shop in Hanover, Maryland.
According to investigators, he allegedly attacked her
with a blunt object, causing fatal injuries. Shortly after
the incident, Patel fled the scene and
disappeared.Authorities believe he travelled to
Newark, New Jersey, soon after the murder and may
have fled the United States. Since then, his where-
abouts have remained unknown, prompting the FBI to
intensify efforts to locate him. The agency had earlier
offered a reward of USD 250,000, but has now raised
it significantly to encourage new leads that could
result in his capture.Patel faces multiple serious
charges, including first degree murder, second degree
murder, assault, and unlawful flight to avoid prosecu-
tion. Officials describe him as armed and extremely
dangerous and have urged the public to immediately
report any information about his location.
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eyond elections. It calls for
banning transgender athletes who are biologically
male from participating in women’s sports competi-
tions. Additionally, the framework seeks to prohibit
gender transition surgeries for minors.The Save
America Act has already sparked strong debate in
political circles, with supporters praising the measures
as necessary reforms and critics arguing that several
provisions could face legal and constitutional chal-
lenges if formally introduced in Congress.

: AL HOTE:

scared of this situation.But nevertheless, the common
public should be better informed about the latest series
of development, and they must also be planning the
alternative options in case things do not go as
planned.The best possible option to replace the exist-
ing LPG gas supply system is with electric stove and
cookery opportunities. It is safe to acquire an electric
stove and electric rice cooker in order to be prepared
for the bad situation.The government had also been
encouraging electric usage for a while now, and there
IS No better scenario to start moving towards the same,
then the current one. Electric rice cooker are always a
part of the Indian cooking system for the last five or
six years, and this can be increasingly implemented
now.lt is better for the Indian public to be more aware
of the situation and start using electric appliances in
order to reduce the dependency on LPG cylinder. This
will help them with the relevant situations in the future
as well.The government is fully committed to provid-
ing residences with adequate supply of gas, and that is
for certain. But at the same time, it is better if the pub-
lic is also prepared for the upcoming scenario.
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