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Royal journalism (Amaravati) March 12:
District Collector Dr. V. Vinod Kumar has
presented a comprehensive plan to devel-
op Suryalanka Beach on the lines of Goa’s
beach tourism model. The proposal was
discussed on Thursday during the second
day of the Collectors’ Conference held at
the State Secretariat under the chairman-
ship of Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu.On the occasion, the Collector sub-
mitted a detailed project report on the pro-
posed development of Suryalanka Beach
to the Chief Minister. During the lunch
break session, he also explained the find-
ings of the study conducted in Goa and
highlighted how the best practices fol-
lowed there could be adopted for the
development of Suryalanka.Responding
to the presentation, the Chief Minister
asked whether Bapatla could be devel-
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Collector Vinod Kumar briefs Chandrababu Naidu
at Collectors’ Conference; CM appreciates initiative

oped into another Goa-like
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9 Collector

Government finalises

establishment of

major tourism destination. If the new

tourism in the region.

sought further details about
the plan. After listening to
the presentation, the Chief
Minister reportedly appreci-
ated the initiative taken by
the district administration.
Vinod Kumar
informed that development
works could be taken up at a
faster pace once the State

approves the policy on the
beach
™ shacks. He said a team of
officials had visited Goa for three days to
study its beach tourism model and opera-
tional policies. Based on the observations,
a comprehensive report has already been
submitted to the Government.He further
stated that the development plan had been
prepared in line with the Chief Minister’s
vision to transform Bapatla Beach into a

icy is implemented before the onset of the
monsoon season, the project could yield
better results, he added.The Collector also
elaborated on the tourism development
plan and sought the State Government’s
support in resolving certain technical
aspects. Responding positively, the Chief
Minister assured that all necessary steps
would be taken to promote the develop-
ment of Suryalanka Beach and strengthen
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Instant Gas Delivery” Scam: SPWarns
¢ Against Fake Booking Websites

Cyber criminals targeting people searching for LPG booking

online; strict action against those creatlng artificial shortage

Royal journalism (Bapatla) March yyum
12:Superintendent of Pollce B. I

people of Bapatla district to remain |
highly alert against a new form of f
cyber fraud being carried out in the [

ment issued on Thursday, the SP

said cyber criminals are taking
advantage of rumours about cooking
gas shortages and the anxiety among
the public. Fraudsters are specifical- |
ly targeting people who search”
online for gas cylinder bookings and —
are trapping them through fake web-
sites and misleading advertise-
ments.The SP explained that the
scammers circulate fake advertise-
ments on social media claiming
immediate delivery of LPG cylin-
ders or allocation of additional
cylinders. They also send fraudulent
links through WhatsApp messages
and SMS, directing people to fake
websites to make advance pay-
ments.He warned that any messages
promising urgent gas supply after
online payment are most likely
cyber scams. People should avoid
clicking on suspicious links and
should not make payments through
unknown websites, he said.The SP
advised the public to use only the
official websites of gas companies
or contact authorised local gas agen-
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cies for LPG cyllnder bookings and
online payments. He further cau-
tioned people not to share confiden-

tial information such as bank
account details, OTPs, or UPI PIN
numbers with unknown individuals
or on suspicious platforms.Entering
personal details on fake websites
could lead to financial fraud and
result in bank accounts being emp-
tied, he warned.The SP also stated
that strict legal action would be
taken against anyone spreading false
rumours about LPG shortages or
attempting to create an artificial
scarcity for illegal gains.People who
fall victim to cyber fraud are
advised to immediately contact the
Cyber Crime Helpline 1930 or lodge
a complaint on the official portal
www.cybercrime.gov.in, he added.

ADemocracy deserves acculturated and active ming

Gandhi foresaw the flaws in elections,
long before independence. Today’s
youth must rediscover that vision to
revive a nation straying from its found-
ing ideals The 20th century was, along
with great strides in science and tech-
nology, World War | and World War I,
also the witness of liberation move-
ments, social reforms, democracies tak-
ing root, and —most importantly —the
emergence of high aspirations, hopes of
progress and development in practically
every newly liberated country.There
were great expectations for the creation
of a world of peace, harmony, social
synchronisation, and religious amity.
Gandhi, Mandela, Martin Luther King
Jr, and many others on the political side,
along with scientists like Einstein, Niels
Bohr, and several leading personalities
on various fronts, ignited a picture of a
beautiful, better, and harmonious
world. The UNO (now UN) was created
and was projected as the global deci-
sion-making body that would be moral-
ly and ethically equipped enough to
prevent hatred, violence, and wars.
There would be social, moral, and ethi-
cal emancipation, and inhuman prac-
tices like apartheid, untouchability, and
racial and religious discrimination
would vanish from the face of the earth.
This was the general perception also
during the Indian freedom struggle.
Unfortunately, the dawn of independent
India was swathed in bloodshed, hatred,
violence, and terrible loss of human
life. India suffered immensely in parti-

creed — and, most importantly, no
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untouchability; no ban on entry into
temples or denial of movement on cer-
tain roads. Who could have envisioned
the future of India in greater depth than
Mahatma Gandhi? In a letter he wrote
in 1922, he envisioned the realistic situ-
ation that was to unfold once independ-
ence was achieved: “We should remem-

tion. Worst was the distrust generated
between the two major communities —
the removal of which has certainly
impacted the pace of India’s
progress.There were challenges of
poverty, illiteracy, lack of resources,
and many others. But hopes did not
diminish at any stage. They remained
high not only in India but among the
people of all the exploited and humiliat-
ed nations that had been squeezed for
centuries by the inhuman colonial
regimes all over the world, particularly
by the Europeans. In India, the common
man perceived a system of governance
that would be free from corruption,
infliction of humiliation in Government
offices, and where the police would no
longer be a dreaded entity. How could
our own people in routine Government
jobs exploit us when they would be
working in a Government headed by
our own people? People had full faith in
the sincerity, honesty, and integrity of
their leadership. In India, expectations
were extremely high: once we were a
free nation, there would be no corrup-
tion, no injustice, no humiliation or dis-
crimination on the basis of caste and

ber that immediately on the attainment
of freedom, our people are not going to
secure happiness. As we become inde-
pendent, all the defects of the system of
elections, injustice, the tyranny of the
richer classes, as also the burden of run-
ning administration, are bound to come
upon us. People would begin to feel that
during those days, there was more jus-
tice, there was better administration,
there was peace, and there was honesty
to a great extent among the administra-
tors compared to the days after inde-
pendence. The only benefit of inde-
pendence, however, would be that we
would get rid of slavery and the blot of
insult resulting therefrom.”Further:
“But there is hope, if education spreads
throughout the country. From that, peo-
ple would develop from their childhood
qualities of pure conduct, God-fearing
nature, and love. Swaraj would give us
happiness only when we attain success
in the task. Otherwise, India would
become the abode of grave injustice and
tyranny of the rulers.” | could never
properly comprehend the first one of
the above four: defects of elections!
How could he talk of the defects of

elections in 19227 His apprehension has
proved most accurate on this count, and
it is impacting the other three just as
menacingly. Having gone through
numerous elections at the national,
state, and panchayat levels, it has
become fully clear to one and all that
democratic functioning — and reaping
its fruits judiciously — requires elec-
tions to be conducted in a transparent
manner with honesty and integrity, in a
purely sound moral and ethical environ-
ment.The nation has repeatedly wit-
nessed how political parties focus atten-
tion on openly attempting to create their
own clusters of people on the basis of
all that was not expected of them by the
Constitution of India, and in fact, was
clearly prohibited.The caste combina-
tions, communal angle, regional and
linguistic appeals to the voters are being
openly practised. The rise of such prac-
tices began to flourish only after the
dilution of Gandhian values became
visible all around, after around two
decades of independence. Luminaries
like Sardar Patel, Dr Rajendra Prasad,
Lal Bahadur Shastri, Dr Bidhan
Chandra Roy, and Pandit Govind
Ballabh Pant had gone. The generations
of young leaders had witnessed that
winning elections was the first step
towards power, authority, perks, and
privileges — and finally, assets and the
rise of their near and dear ones. Drifting
towards that was not tough.
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The monsoon season has now enveloped the
entire subcontinent. While intense and prolonged
heatwaves threatened human lives before the
rains, the country is now grappling with a differ-
ent set of challenges-erratic and heavy rainfall,
both driven by climate change. These unpre-
dictable downpours are making the management
of large dams and reservoirs increasingly difficult
in India.Reports from Himachal Pradesh have
confirmed damage to the Patikari Hydroelectric
Project (HEP) and the Jiwa Small HEP due to
cloudbursts. In Kangra district, several workers
from the under-construction Indira Priyadarshini
Hydel Project went missing after a flash flood
struck the site on June 25. In southern India, dams
remain on high alert as heavy rains persist across

the region. Thirteen shutters of the Mullaperiyar *

Dam were opened to release water into the
Periyar River, with the water level approaching
full capacity. The situation is likely to deteriorate
further in the coming months, potentially leading
to rain-related disasters.In October 2023, a sud-
den calamity in Sikkim became a pivotal moment
in the discourse on dam safety and climate
change. A Glacial Lake Outburst Flood (GLOF)
from South Lhonak Lake triggered devastation at
the 1,200MW Teesta 3 hydropower project in
Chungthang, claiming 42 lives and affecting
88,000 people throughout the Teesta basin. This
tragedy ignited urgent discussions about the man-
agement, safety, and long-term sustainability of
dams across India.India ranks as the third-largest
dam-owning country in the world, following
China and the United States. According to the
National Register of Large Dams 2023, the coun-
try has over 6,200 large dams. Of these, around 70
per cent are more than 25 years old, 1,034 are
between 50 and 100 years old, and 234 are over a
century old. Recent inspections have revealed that
two dams have critical defects that could lead to

Reviving

Today, with rising environmental con-
sciousness and expanding highway net-
works, eco-tourism along national and
state highways is emerging as a promising
frontier — melding nature conservation,
cultural heritage, and rural
prosperityHistorically, travel tourism in
India is 2,500 years old, dating back to the
creation of urban settlements by the Indus
Valley Civilisation. During the medieval
period, food dhabas (eateries) known as
sarais were the main harbinger of intercul-
tural food and travel tourism along the
Grand Trunk Road, which was the main
artery for trade at the time.However, mod-
ern tourism in India started after
Independence when the Tourist Traffic
Committee was set up in 1948, which rec-
ommended ways to promote tourism in the
country. Tourism is the most important
driving force of the economy in both
developed and developing nations. To reg-
ulate tourist behaviour, the concept of eco-
tourism has now become the hallmark of
clean and nature-friendly tourism.Late
Ignatius Amaduwa Atigbi was one of the
key figures in planning global tourism, and
IS recognised as the ‘Father of World
Tourism Day’ since 1979, when the United
Nations World Tourism Organisation
accepted his proposal to celebrate 27
September as World Tourism Day.Tourism
in India has been steadily becoming a key
driver of the country’s economic growth.
Tourism directly contributes 2.78 per cent
to GDP, and if we add the indirect contri-
bution, it adds up to 5.82 per cent. Not
only that, tourism contributes to around 8
per cent of direct and indirect employ-
ment. In 2024, people spent “21 trillion on
tourism and created 46 million jobs, with
projections to reach 35 trillion by
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urgent intervention.Although India’s dam safety
standards are on par with those of developed
countries, there have been several notable cases of
dam failures and poor maintenance. Passed as a
response to deficient surveillance and mainte-
nance, India came up with the Dam Safety Act in
2021 for “proper surveillance, inspection, opera-
tion and maintenance of selected dams to prevent
dam failures and ensure their safe functioning”. It
gave way to the formation of a National
Committee on Dam Safety to oversee dam safety
policies and regulations, a National Dam Safety
Authority to look into implementation issues
involving States, a State Committee on Dam
Safety (SCDS) and State Dam Safety
Organisation (SDSO). The law also calls for com-
prehensive safety reviews of all dams by an inde-
pendent panel of experts, besides making it com-
pulsory for the dam owners to take time-bound
safety actions.Crucially, the Act mandates the
implementation of emergency action plans and
early warning systems (EWS) — measures that
were missing at the Sikkim hydroelectric project.

Singh publicly acknowledged that the
= presence of an EWS could have signif-
£ icantly reduced the damage to the
4 Teesta Il dam at Chungthang.
= Similarly, an investigation into the
2014 Beas River tragedy — where 24
students from Andhra Pradesh were
~  swept away by the sudden release of
= 450 cumecs of water — highlighted
~ the lack of an EWS at the Larji Dam in
& Himachal Pradesh. The report cited “a
B8 complete disconnect between the gen-
eration engineering team and barrage
__ staff” as one of the primary causes of
the incident. The incident was cited by
‘Himachal Pradesh chief secretary
Prabodh Saxena in 2023 when he pitched for
stringent action against dam authorities for failing
to fulfil their duties. Saxena had pointed out that
though a part of the devastation is bound to be
natural, the responsibility of the dam authorities
must also be fixed for failing to comply with the
laws.“It is time to send notices and not letters or
reminders,” the chief secretary had told the offi-
cers, attributing the damage to negligence in
adhering to dam safety checks as per the Dam
Safety Act 2021. In January this year, the
Supreme Court expressed dissatisfaction with the
slow implementation of the Dam Safety Act.
During a hearing on the Mullaperiyar Dam case,
the Apex Court criticised the executive for failing
to act promptly, stating that it had yet to “rise
from its slumber” despite the Act being passed by
Parliament. The court also rebuked the central
Government for its delay in establishing the
National Committee on Dam Safety, which was
legally required to be formed within 60 days of
the Act taking effect. The slow pace of early warn-
ing system (EWS) installations has become a
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growing concern as well. Since the Dam Safety
Act was passed, less than 4 per cent of large dams
have been equipped with EWS. Questions are also
being raised about the adequacy of manpower to
effectively implement the Act. Following the
establishment of the National Dam Safety
Authority (NDSA), over 200 officials from the
Central Water Commission (CWC) were reas-
signed to the NDSA secretariat and given addi-
tional responsibilities. This shift has impacted the
functioning of the CWC, which plays a vital role
in overseeing the control, conservation, and man-
agement of India’s water resources.Experts
believe that the Dam Safety Act holds significant
potential to address existing gaps, provided it is
implemented without delay. The World Bank, a
key funding partner in India’s ambitious Dam
Rehabilitation and Improvement Project (DRIP),
has highlighted the growing challenges posed by
erratic rainfall patterns and their impact on dam
safety.Under DRIP Phases Il and Ill, and with
financial support from both the World Bank and
the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, India
plans to rehabilitate 736 dams across 19 states
over 10 years, with a total budget allocation of
10,211 crore. However, positive outcomes can be
realised promptly only when political will,
bureaucratic efficiency, financial prudence, and
institutional capacity align and work together in
harmony. Additionally, investments must priori-
tise technologies that are affordable, socially and
culturally appropriate, and environmentally sus-
tainable.The season of heightened flood fears has
arrived once again. With the Dam Safety Act in
force since 2021, the Government’s responsibility
and accountability for preventing such disasters
have become even more pronounced.Making data
public and ensuring that standard operating proce-
dures are robust and accessible to people may be
a good starting point to achieve the objectives.

ndia’s Ancient Travel Legacy

2025.As tourism grows, more emphasis is
being laid on eco-tourism — both for envi-
ronmental reasons and to promote the sus-
tainable use of the country’s diverse land-
scapes and natural features. One of the
emerging opportunities for eco-tourism
lies along national and state highways,
which pass through varied
landscapes.Over the last 10 years, the
national highways network has grown by
60 per cent — from 91,287 km in 2014 to
146,955 km in 2024 — offering tremen-
dous economic opportunity.All over the
world, especially in European countries
and the United States, highway motels and
resorts are the backbone of tourism and, by
extension, the economy. It is worthwhile to
examine successful examples of highway
tourism initiated by forest departments,
which not only spread messages of conser-
vation but also show how natural beauty
can enhance the travel experience and gen-
erate wealth in the hinterlands. One such
iconic example is Cheetal Grand, located
around 100 km from Delhi on the
Delhi-Dehradun highway, situated on the
outskirts of Khatauli town in
Muzaffarnagar district, Uttar Pradesh. The
Divisional Forest Officer overseeing
Muzaffarnagar district established a high-
way eco-tourism eatery in 1974 in
Khatauli with the help of Mr NM Khan, an
experienced food expert.He founded the
Cheetal Deer Park Restaurant beside the
Upper Ganga Canal, offering visitors a
unique experience of dining amidst
wildlife enclosures. With the dedication of
Mr Khan and the high quality of food,
excellent staff behaviour, and an ambience
set in sylvan surroundings — with the sup-
port of his sons — Cheetal grew by leaps
and bounds.Gradually, the owner estab-

lished Cheetal Grand at National Highway
58, where they had a larger space to attract
nature lovers by creating a mini-zoo, espe-
cially featuring birds from around the
world.It was superbly maintained by Mr
Urooj Nisar, the Managing Director of
Cheetal Motels. It is now a world-class
restaurant, known for the brand value of its
food and natural ambience. When the
highway route shifted, the restaurant
reopened near the Khatauli bypass and
continues to draw massive footfall. The
puffy omelette, pakoras, toasts, and sand-
wiches are particularly popular, not to
mention the mouth-watering rajma-chaw-
al. Around 40 per cent of visitors come
specifically for these items. Local entre-
preneurs also sell their handmade crafts
here — like Khurja pottery — making it an
international-standard success story in
roadside eco-tourism.However, the present
facility does not quite match the previous
one, which was on a larger plot in Khatauli
and had more cultural appeal. Due to
increased traffic to Dehradun and
Mussoorie, the newer site is often crowd-
ed.Yet, it still reflects civilisational values
in its management, staff selection, and the
quality and variety of food. If Indian entre-
preneurs wish to replicate this model,
Cheetal Grand is an excellent example to

follow. Several similar spots are emerging
across the country, but they need scaling
up and better integration of India’s civili-
sational ethos. Smile Stone, another ele-
gant small restaurant, located 90 km from
Pune and 20 km from Ahmednagar, offers
a variety of cuisines and is a favourite with
travellers. Punjabi dhabas also serve some
of the best roadside food, although many
still need improvements in hygiene and
cleanliness to become true brand experi-
ences.A few — like Amrik Sukhdev
Dhaba on the Delhi—-Chandigarh highway,
Puran Singh ka Dhaba in Ambala, and
Haveli on the Jalandhar-Ludhiana high-
way — attract many tourists with their
North Indian offerings and charming
ambience. Likewise, Saravana Bhavan, the
South Indian restaurant chain, is now a
pan-Indian phenomenon offering excellent
South Indian fare. The future of wealth
creation in rural and semi-rural areas lies
in landscape eco-tourism along highways,
offering both employment opportunities
and relaxation for the middle class looking
to escape the urban cacophony and pollu-
tion.The Government of India should
establish an Eco-Development Board to
plan not just forest-based eco-tourism, but
also a structured framework for highway
landscape management. A national and
state-level structure is vital to meet climate
goals. The new tourism policy should
mandate that highway restaurants reserve
space to showcase local cultural traditions,
tree species, handicrafts, small-scale
industrial products, tribal arts, medicines,
and other artisan items. There is an urgent
need to broaden the economic ecosystem
— and highway eco-tourism may be the
catalyst that propels India closer to its goal
of becoming a developed nation.
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