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    
   

  
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    
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    
     

    
     
    

    

   
    




     



    
   

   
    
    

    
    
    
   

 


 

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
  


        
    
 
      


        
      
        
       


      
      
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       
      

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        
     

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     


      
     

     
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     
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   

     
      

  
      






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      
   
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   
    
     
  
      
    

  

 


     

     
     
     
       
    

    
    










            
 




          
        


          
        

        
       




         









        

        
 

          





          






    
        


        



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
       



 
         
        
       
   


           
 
 
         
        
 


          


         

       


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
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     
    
      
      
       
      




       
     
     

 

      

     

 
     
       
       

      
      
 

     
     
      
    
      
     
     




   
  


  




  
  

   

    

  
     
     
     

    

     
    
     



       

       


      
       
 
       
      


      
      
     
      



     
     


     
       

      
     
     
 
     



       
      
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
        



        
      
          
        


       
        
       


         


       



        
       
       
      
      
        





     
        
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     

     
      
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        

       
         
       
 
       




 


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Trump’s Quest for a Nobel: A Deal Too Far?
Now, in a move that has sparked both
disbelief and debate, US President
Donald Trump is aggressively lobbying
for the Nobel Peace Prize. But can a fig-
ure as polarising as Trump ever align
with the Nobel’s spirit?Alfred Nobel’s
will (1895) established the foundational
principle of the prize “for the greatest
benefit to humankind”. Specifically, the
famous will mandates the Nobel Peace
Prize to be bestowed on someone who
“shall have done the most or the best
work for fraternity between nations, the
abolition or reduction of standing
armies and the holding and promotion
of peace congresses”.It is a tall ask, and
it has therefore been given to achievers
like Martin Luther King, Nelson
Mandela, Kofi Annan etc., who have
shaped the destiny of societies across
the world.However, like all awards, it
has had its share of questionable win-
ners like Henry Kissinger (who over-
saw US bombings in Laos and
Cambodia, after the award), Menachem
Begin (who was involved in activities
like Irgun bombings), Abiy Ahmed
(who subsequently participated in a
brutal civil war) etc.Equally con-
tentious has been the track record of
certain denials of the Nobel Peace Prize
to luminaries like Mahatma Gandhi
(ostensibly owing to technicalities) or
Eleanor Roosevelt — or even an odd
case of Vietnamese Le Duc Tho, who
refused to accept the Prize, as peace had
not been established in Vietnam, con-
clusively.But all said and done, it
remains the most coveted award that
carries global heft and credibility, odd
derelictions notwithstanding. Now
there is a case of an individual making a
brazen pitch for a Nobel Peace Prize for
himself — i.e, American President

Donald Trump. His plea that he was a
deserving candidate for “doing great
things” has been met with incredulous
guffaws — even support.Trump’s con-
viction is based on the precedence of
four previous Presidents of the USA —
i.e, Theodore Roosevelt (for mediating
the Treaty of Portsmouth between
Russia and Japan), Woodrow Wilson
(for ending World War I and founding
of League of Nations), Jimmy Carter
(for yeoman services in advancing
democracy, human rights and global
conflict resolutions, post-retirement),
and Barack Obama (for promoting
nuclear non-proliferation).This has
emboldened Trump to re-posit the long-
standing case (as he believes) of the
Abraham Accords and summit diploma-
cy with Kim Jong-Un from his previous
tenure, to what he believes has been a
continuation of stellar performances in
his second tenure. But he senses a bias
in the Nobel Committee, as he
expressed his frustration by saying,
“No, I won’t get a Nobel Peace Prize no
matter what I do, including
Russia/Ukraine, and Israel/Iran, what-

ever those outcomes may
be, but the people know,
and that’s all that matters to
me.” He has unabashedly
added ostensible mediation
in the four-day
India–Pakistan standoff to
buttress his claim. But the
truth is that none of the
claims of having “mediated
successfully” have proven
to be sustainable or attribut-
able to him personally. If
anything, the motor-mouth
has been a major global dis-
ruptor and hardly a beacon

for “best work for fraternity between
nations”.Further, Trump’s unilateral
approach towards reneging on the cru-
cial Iran Nuclear Deal, the UN Human
Rights Council, or withdrawal from the
Paris Climate Accord has had a danger-
ously destabilising impact across the
board. Added to the questionable track
record is the obvious falling short of the
Nobel spirit when a nominee actively
propagates and beseeches his fitment
for the Prize. At the end of the day, the
author (that too, ghostwritten) of The
Art of the Deal, who thrives on his busi-
nessman’s transactional nature, does
not perhaps understand that the ethos
and spirit of the Nobel Prize is holistic
and does not preclude human rights,
sufferings, and diminishments accom-
panying the so-called sovereign
“Deals” and “Agreements” that Trump
boasts of.The jury evaluating the suit-
ability of a nominee like Trump cannot
ignore his inglorious track record,
including acts like separating migrant
families, brutal handling of public
protests, and his other incendiary com-
ments. Trump is the first former US

President convicted of a felony and is
infamously called by monikers like
“Insurrectionist-in-Chief”, “The twice-
impeached President”, “Grifter-in-
Chief” etc., and with that sort of polar-
ising public perception — the only
practical recourse left to someone like
Trump is through coercive demands or
threats to the Norwegian Nobel
Committee itself!Towards the same,
Trump has left no major pulpit or
opportunity to stake a personal claim —
however hankering, inelegant, and
undignified it looks. Proposing his
name for the Nobel are a bunch of
extreme right-wing politicians and now
joined in the “cause” by the Pakistani
Field Marshal Asim Munir. The Nobel
Committee is already under a lot of flak
for its past choices, and therefore some-
one like Trump could be the death knell
for the award.Peace laureates must be
seen as inclusive leaders, champions of
democracy and human rights per se,
besides championing their specific
cause or people. Whereas Trump has
patently pooh-poohed legality, constitu-
tionality, and ideals of democracy —
besides peddling misinformation and
polarisation as a means to divide and
rule.When compared to a former
awardee of the Nobel Peace Prize like
the statesman Nelson Mandela, who
stood for forgiveness, moral endurance,
inclusivity, and social justice — the
contrasting and jarring narrative à la
Trump is about “Deals”, deterrence, and
personal achievements! There is a rea-
son why Trump cannot be Gandhi (who
didn’t get the Prize), Mandela, or even
Barack Obama (who has a lot to justi-
fy). The businessman struggles to com-
prehend that recognition cannot be
bought — it has to be earned.

Resurgent fundamentalism in Bangladesh
Fundamentalist groups in Bangladesh are posi-
tioning to enter Parliament through street mobili-
sation and polarising rhetoric — posing serious
threat to the country’s minority rights and secular
governanceMilitant fundamentalist Islamist par-
ties and organisations are growing and becoming
more strident in Bangladesh under the interim
Government headed by Chief Advisor
Muhammad Yunus. They hold processions,
demonstrations and mega rallies.The Hefazat-e-
Islam Bangladesh’s massive gathering in Dhaka
on May 3, 2025, is an example. They are gearing
up to contest the country’s 13th general elections
which seem likely to be held in February.
According to a report by Salman Tareque Sakil
published in the Dhaka Tribune on June 25, 2025,
under the heading “Five religious parties on path
to electoral compromise,” the Islami Andolan
Bangladesh (IAB), Khilafat Majlish (KM),
Bangladesh Khilafat Majlish (BKM), Jamiat
Ulama-e-Islam (JUeI) and Nezam-e-Islam (NI),
have formed a liaison committee to push unity
among themselves in the context of the forthcom-
ing elections. What form electoral cooperation
among the five will take — whether the
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami (Jamaat) will be a
part of it — remains undecided. The JUeI’s secre-
tary general, Maulana Manjurul Islam Afendi,
told Sakil on June 24, 2025, “We have taken the
initiative to make the five Islamic parties float one
candidate and one ballot box. That initiative is
ongoing. The entire process has not been official-
ly finalised yet.” He had added, “We have formed
a liaison committee. There has been no clear deci-
sion on the election process. There are differences
of opinion on how we will unite, where we will all
go together, whether we will join a large alliance.
This is where we are.”A number of things are not
clear. According to the Dhaka Tribune’s report,

the Jamaat, which opposed the Liberation War in
1971, has not been included in this probable elec-
toral compromise.Nor are the five parties ready to
say definitively whether it will be part of it. But
then the electoral impact of a successful alliance
between the five Islamist parties and the Jamaat
may not be earth-shaking. Even if one ignores the
outcomes of the 2024, 2018 and 2014 elections
which were allegedly rigged, the results of four
preceding elections are revealing. The Jamaat
won 18 of the 300 parliamentary seats and 12.13
per cent of the votes polled in 1991. The corre-
sponding figures for the elections in 1996, 2001
and 2008 are three seats and 8.6 per cent, 17 seats
and 4.28 per cent, and two seats and 4.70 per cent.
It had an alliance with the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party in 2001 and 2008. The figures for the Islami
Oikya Jote were: one seat and 0.79 per cent in
1991, one seat and 1.09 per cent in 1996 and one
seat and 0.68 per cent in 2001. It did not get a sin-
gle seat in 2008 and received 0.15 per cent of the
votes. Even if the Islamist parties do significantly
better in the next elections, they can only hope to
get a toehold as a junior partner in a coalition
Government to be formed.The danger lies in their
trying to impose their agenda through intimida-
tion and violence, as the Jamaat had done when it
was a part of a coalition Government with the
BNP from 2001 to 2006. The question arises:
what is the agenda of the Islamist parties? An AFP
report published in the Dhaka Tribune of May 3,
2025, under the heading “Influential Islamists
promise sharia as they ready for polls,” quotes
Muhammad Mamunul Haque, BKM’s ameer, as
saying, “We will implement sharia,” and adding,
“Everything will be guided by the Koran.” A look
at what Islamist parties and organisations are
doing in Bangladesh now gives an idea of what
will happen under their rule. The AFP report

states, “Islamists have demanded an end to a
swath of activities, including cultural events
deemed “anti-Islamic” — from music to theatre
festivals, women’s football matches and kite-fly-
ing celebrations.” A report by Mujib Mashal and
Saif Hasnat, datelined April 1, 2025, and pub-
lished in The New York Times, states, “As
Bangladesh tries to rebuild its democracy and
chart a new future for its 175 million people, a
streak of Islamist extremism that had long lurked
beneath the country’s secular facade is bubbling
to the surface.” It added, “In interviews, represen-
tatives of several Islamist parties and organisa-
tions — some of which had previously been
banned — made clear that they were working to
push Bangladesh in a more fundamentalist direc-
tion, a shift that has been little noticed outside the
country.”Women’s rights are among the main tar-
gets. Islamist fundamentalists have viciously
attacked forward-looking recommendations of the
Women Affairs Reforms Commission, such as
recognising forced sex within marriage as rape
under the criminal code and ensuring the labour
rights and dignity of sex workers by amending the
country’s labour laws. A report bylined Tribune
Report and published in the Dhaka Tribune of
April 30, 2025, under the heading “Islamic parties
reject proposals of the Women Reform
Commission” quoted Mamunnul Haque, KM’s
secretary-general as saying, “We make a clear
appeal: grant women their just rights. Do not push
them into prostitution or turn mothers into sym-
bols of disgrace.” Dr Shafiqur Rahaman, Jamaat’s
ameer, said, “We reject the commission outright
as it stands against the values and laws of Allah
and the thoughts and beliefs of the nation.”There
is resistance from a section of the civil society and
the media. An editorial in the Dhaka Tribune of
February 22, 2025, stated, “Time and again, the

interim Government has proven itself utterly inca-
pable when it comes to reining in extremists who
now feel emboldened to carry out their intolerant
and regressive agendas — not only has the void in
comprehensive law enforcement paved the way to
a sharp rise in crime, but it now appears the threat
of agitating extremists is also an element that
must be dealt with.” The same paper had said in
another editorial on March 20, 2025, “While the
overwhelming majority of Bangladesh still sub-
scribes to communal harmony, the void in law
enforcement has certainly resulted in fringe right-
wing groups trying to make their presence
known.” It added, “The onus, then, lands square-
ly on the interim Government to call a spade a
spade and brand such groups for what they are:
Extremists.” Six women, including three leaders
of the National Citizen Committee sent, through
their lawyer, a legal notice on May 5, 2025,
demanding an explanation within seven days
from the Hefazat for using abusive language
against members of the Women Affairs Reform
Commission.There have been civil society
protests on a number of other issues as well. And
the interim Government? If it has taken any action
against Islamist fundamentalists for their relent-
less persecution of Hindus and the destruction of
their temples, homes and businesses, it is of a spe-
cial kind whose results are not visible.The same
applies in the case of those disrupting sporting
events and cultural performances. Rather, it is
doing other things. According to a BSS report
published on February 28, 2025, in the Dhaka
Tribune under the heading “Khalid: Govt takes
diverse initiatives to promote Islamic culture, val-
ues,” the Religious Affairs Adviser, Dr AFM
Khalid Hossain, said while speaking as a chief
guest at an event in Dhaka, that the Government
was undertaking various initiatives to promote
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Courts to shed delays, reduce vacations and embrace reform
With over 70 per cent of all court cases
involving Government entities and mil-
lions of cases pending across the coun-
try, the Centre’s recent move to reduce
litigation is a welcome first stepThe
Central Government’s intention to
reduce the volume of court cases should
be warmly welcomed. After all, 70 per
cent of cases in the courts of the coun-
try involve the Governments, whether
at the Centre or in the States. On the
other hand, speeding up the hearing of
cases and the passing of judgments also
need to be expedited. The amount of
time spent on each matter too needs to
be recorded.This is perhaps not being
done, and if that is the case, it is certain-
ly not published, as it may embarrass
some of the judges as well as advocates.
Adjournments are the main cause of
delays, and delays are the bane of jus-
tice. They are often used as tactics to
slow down or even snuff out the
progress of the hearings. At times, they
are sought because the leading advocate
of one or the other side is busy in anoth-
er case in another court —maybe even
in another city.For the ensuing waste of
the court’s time, a repeat court fee of,
say, 50 per cent of the initial amount
should be charged to the side that seeks
the adjournment. When the client is
debited for this fee, he would learn a
lesson not to engage an advocate who is
so busy as to be distracted by several
other cases. The freedom to appeal
upwards, again and again, should be

reduced. Some matters which began in
a small cases court in, say, Mumbai
have reached the apex court. Normally,
one appeal to each side may be permit-
ted. In special circumstances, perhaps
two could be considered.Before a hear-
ing begins in a matter, the judge should,
in consultation with both the advocates,
decide how much time each of them
would be given. If either side exceeds
their limit, they should have to pay
extra fees — rather like in a journey by
a taxi. Why should the court waste its
time merely because an advocate is
slow to think or express themselves, or
keeps repeating themselves? As a lay-
man, I am surprised that the litigant has
to begin by submitting, usually, a
lengthy affidavit.On the night before
the first hearing, the judge reads and
digests all that has been stated in that
affidavit. In the hearing, the advocate
verbally explains to the judge and the

opposing advocate what is writ-
ten in the affidavit. Is this not a
repetitive procedure? Surely, it
can be cut down? Once, I hap-
pened to get a chance to read an
opinion on a matter by a
Kolkata advocate as well as a
London lawyer. I was surprised
to see that the UK draft was
written in about 300 words
while the Indian one was longer,
at over a thousand words. For us
Indians, writing in English has
not been the soul of wit. Since a

great deal of legal work is written, this
becomes an important area of check.
Incidentally, judgments or orders are
not always brief or terse.And what
about the working hours of the courts
themselves — or, more accurately, the
duration of the court machinery? While
one does not wish to be uncharitable,
their Lordships across the country’s
courts taking off for vacations has
begun becoming the topic of much
talk.In a country whose justice system
is clogged with pending cases whose
number runs into a few crores, such
judicial holidays need a relook. It is
important to bear in mind that these
longish and regular vacations for judges
and senior lawyers is a practice from the
British days — a period when there was
no air-conditioning. The summer of the
Indian plains was simply unbearable for
most judges, and long vacations in the
hill stations of Simla, Darjeeling, Ooty,

or the cold valley of Kashmir was
understandable — but not in today’s
age, when technology has made it pos-
sible to overcome many challenges of
nature.The present hours of work in the
country’s courtrooms too are not
encouraging, as far as utilisation of both
time and manpower are concerned.
Most courts begin their proceedings at
10:30 or thereabouts and conclude at
16:30 — i.e., working for six hours, but
effectively five, because there is an
hour off for lunch. Saturdays and
Sundays are not counted here.With
overburdened judges and a mountain of
cases piling up by the day, it is high
time a shift system was introduced in
the judiciary. There is no reason why
courts cannot work in shifts, reducing
the workload on the judges and advo-
cates, plus ensuring more employment
opportunities for many unemployed
lawyers and other associated staff.There
are many advocates in the country who
stand to gain by such a measure in the
form of making the law and thereby, the
country’s legal system — accessible to
the lower rungs of society.The latter
point is too obvious to bear iteration
here. The then Chief Justice of India, Y
K Sabharwal, had in 2006 not mooted
the idea of courts needing to work in
dual shifts in order to reduce the work-
load. The accessibility of justice to the
common folk of the country has to
become the topmost priority for judicial
reforms in the country.

Biofuel or No Biofuel? India’s Hamletian Energy Dilemma
India stands at an energy crossroads. With ris-
ing global instability and climate pressures,
embracing biofuels like biodiesel and
Sustainable Aviation Fuel offers a path to
energy security, economic resilience and envi-
ronmental leadership in a post-fossil fuel
futureTo be, or not to be.” Shakespeare’s
Hamlet posed his existential question cen-
turies ago, but in the 21st century, India faces
a similar fateful choice: whether to persist
with an oil economy chained to imported fos-
sil fuels, or to boldly embrace biofuels —
especially biodiesel and Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF) — as the foundation of a more
resilient, self-reliant future. The decision is
not academic. It will shape the nation’s eco-
nomic security, public health, strategic auton-
omy, and it’s standing in a world buffeted by
both geopolitical conflict and climate crisis.
The importance of alternatives to fossil fuel
has been recognised the world over, and even
the international bodies are making coordinat-
ed efforts to promote biofuel development and
adoption. The Paris Agreement — a global
treaty for limiting global warming — does
emphasise transitioning to biofuels, substitut-
ing reliance on fossil fuels. Brazil’s
RenovaBio programme provides for an
increase in biofuel production and consump-
tion. Similarly, the UN Renewable Energy
Agency encourages international cooperation
in promoting biofuel production and
trade.India, being a signatory to the Paris
Agreement, has been actively following the
commitments to address the issue of global
warming and defined five goals (Panchamrit)
— announced by the Prime Minister at COP
26 in Glasgow. The larger goal is to achieve
net zero emissions by 2070 through identified

action points. It is heartening to know that we
have already achieved one goal before the
scheduled date (50 per cent energy require-
ment from renewable energy) of 2030. India
has also integrated green energy with its
developmental agenda. Initiatives such as the
“PM Jivan” scheme and the promotion of
“One Ped Ma Ke Naam” are unique and prove
the country’s commitments to a better and
cleaner future for the new generation. Indian
effort and strategy can serve as a model for
other developing countries.Recent
Government data shows that our energy needs
of more than 50 per cent are being met from
non-fossil fuel resources. In this, solar-based
power generation is emerging as a key player
and contributor. Historically, India has long
depended on imported crude, with over 85 per
cent of its oil coming from abroad. This eco-
nomic reality ties India’s fate to the ‘petrodol-
lar’ system: global oil transactions conducted
in US dollars, a system that not only enriches
oil-exporting countries but reinforces US
financial hegemony. The consequences —
India’s economy remains hostage to supply
disruptions, OPEC+ cartel manoeuvring, and
the price shocks as a result of geopolitical tur-
moil. The 2022-23 energy crunch triggered by
the Russia-Ukraine conflict, which sent oil
prices and inflation soaring, is only the most
recent reminder that dependence on mineral
oil can inflict swift and severe pain. The US
Government’s new move to impose 100 per
cent duties on countries that are importing oil
from Russia reflects the vulnerability of coun-
tries like India who import a substantial quan-
tity from Russia to meet their domestic
demands. One has to wait and watch to under-
stand the real implication of such a condition

on our economy and geopolitical relation-
ships.But the true cost of fossil fuels goes far
beyond the market price at the pump. Our
continued reliance on oil exacts invisible but
massive tolls — polluted air, oil spills, respi-
ratory illnesses, and the staggering reach of
climate change. Globally, the International
Monetary Fund estimated fossil subsidies
(including hidden health and environmental
costs) at a staggering $7 trillion in 2023. Such
externalities are never reflected in the price of
petrol, but the public pays for them all the
same — in hospital wards, in lost crops, in
balance-of-payments crises.It is true that as
compared to fossil fuels including coal, oil,
and natural gas, biofuels are definitely superi-
or alternatives to counter the emerging chal-
lenges of climate change and deal with the
arm-twisting tactics by the fossil fuel lobby.
In addition, there are other advantages offered
by biofuels such as environmental friendli-
ness, easy biodegradability, availability in
abundance, renewable nature and sustainabil-
ity, besides being price competitive.Biofuels
generally include solid biofuels (solid bio-
mass, biochar), liquid biofuels (bioethanol,
biodiesel), and gaseous biofuels (e.g. biogas,
biohydrogen). Biofuels, such as ethanol,
biodiesel, and biogas, are produced from
renewable organic materials, including crops,
algae, agricultural residues, and
waste.Countries across the globe are taking
steps to promote the usage of biofuel. The
European Union has proposed to achieve 14
per cent renewable energy in transport by the
year 2030, with strict sustainability criteria for
biofuels. Countries like Brazil and India are
investing heavily in ethanol and biodiesel pro-
grammes to reduce dependence on fossil

fuels. India announced a biofuel policy in
2018 which allows the production of ethanol
from damaged wheat, sugarcane, rotten pota-
toes, corn etc. and provides incentives for
biorefineries. Its focus is to promote biodiesel
production from non-edible oil seeds, used
cooking oil and short-duration crops. It has
advanced the ethanol blending targets in
petrol to 20 per cent by 2025-26.
Biofuel Pathway: Sovereignty, Security, and
Circular Prosperity
This is where biodiesel and SAF offer a trans-
formative alternative. Rather than importing
crude, biofuels can be produced right here in
India from waste and residues: used cooking
oil, acid oil from vegetable oil processing,
palm oil effluent, and a mountain of agricul-
tural waste. Biofuels insulate India from glob-
al oil shocks while powering a new economy
rooted in local jobs, clean technology, and
rural prosperity. Waste to Wealth is the new
slogan — offering immense opportunities for
new entrepreneurs and other stakeholders
involved in last-mile collection and segrega-
tion. Circular economy — promotes India’s
vision of ‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat’ and “Gram
Swaraj” — thereby fulfilling the aspirations
of millions living in rural India by offering
employment opportunities at the local
level.Consider the numbers: India discards
more than 1.5 million tonnes of used cooking
oil and acid oil each year, much of it dumped
unchecked, clogging drains and polluting
rivers — or worse, illegally recycled into
food, threatening public health. Properly
processed, that very waste becomes valuable
fuel.A single 1-million-tonne-per-year
biodiesel plant can generate up to 7,000 direct
and indirect jobs, primarily in rural and waste
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

 
      
   
       
      




       

      

       
        

        
        



        
      
      

       
     
      
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