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


      
      
     
 

     
     
     







  
  
   

   
  
  
   
  
  
  
  


          




  





 
 
 
      
    

   
    

    
    
     
    
    
     
    

    
     


     
   


    
    

    
    
    
   

    
    

    


    



   
    
   
   
   
   
    
   
   
     
    

     
     
   
    
 

   
    

      
    

   
    
    
     
  


    
  
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       
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
 
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
        
        
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       
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   

  
    

   
   
   
     

   
 

      
   
    
    


     
   
    


    

     
      
   
    
    

    
  
    

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
        
       
       
      

      



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       
      

       
       







 
     
      

    
       

     
    

       
    
     
    

     
    
      
     

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


       
     
        
 
        
      

       
      
         
  
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          

         








        
        


  

         
 





        
        


        

        
       





        





       





      
       
      
       
  
     
     
 
      
     

     

 
     
 http :// cse.ap.gov.in 
      
    
     
    
      
     







       
      




      
      
      
       
 
 
     
        





   
         
        

           
         

        
        
        
 
 

  




5 
8 SUNDAY MARCH 2026




         
       

        
        



           
         
       


 

        
         

          

        
 
         




         
         


         

            
        


          
        



         
         

        

          
        

 
 
         



 
    
        
        
      
 

 


         


        
     
         
          
           





         
         
       
 
       



        
   
      

        
      
    

    
       
    
      


     

     
     
      
     

     
     
 https:// bhadrad ritemple.
telangana.gov.in      
    
     




      

         
     

     
     
      
      
     
     
        






     
 
     
       
       

       

        
       

       
       
       
       
      

        
        
        
       
       
      

         
       
     
       
       
      




      
       
         
        

      
       
        
        
       
         



       
      
       
        
        
          
        





6 
8 SUNDAY MARCH 2026

The rebel poet who roared against Empire
Through defiant poetry, soul-stirring songs
and justice-driven prose, Nazrul emerged
as a symbol of resistance and unity. As we
mark his 126th birth anniversary, his lega-
cy still echoes — challenging injustice and
stirring conscience In the grand arena of
India’s fight for freedom, Kazi Nazrul
Islam’s voice roared like a tempest, shat-
tering the stillness of colonial oppression.
Known affectionately as the Bidrohi Kobi
(the Rebel Poet), Kazi Nazrul’s verses,
prose and melodies pulsed with an
unyielding spirit of defiance, fervent
nationalism, and profound humanism.He
transcended the role of a mere poet. He
was a cultural luminary, a visionary who
wielded his pen as a sword, igniting revo-
lutionary fervour with every drop of ink.
As Pulak Kumar Das of Kalinagar
Mahavidyalaya, West Bengal, perfectly
encapsulates, “Nazrul strives boldly to
decolonise the territory of the Indian sub-
continent through the voice in his rebel-
lious poetry.”Born into a humble Muslim
family on May 24, 1899, in Churulia vil-
lage, Asansol subdivision, Burdwan dis-
trict of undivided Bengal, Kazi Nazrul
Islam was the son of Kazi Fakir Ahmad
and Zaheda Khatun. He fearlessly
employed his powerful poetry as a tool for
decolonisation across the Indian
Subcontinent against the British Raj,
through his literary works like ‘Jugobani’
(The Message of the Age), ‘Rudra
Mangal’ (The Violent God),
‘Anandamoyir Agamone’ (The Advent of
Coming of Joy,1922), and his publication
‘Dhumketu’ (The Comet).Kazi Nazrul
Islam’s literary power goes beyond mere
words; it awakens the Bengali conscious-
ness in general and societal consciousness
per se — through time. His poetry, prose
and music combine to form a rich expres-
sion of revolutionary thought and deep
emotion, weaving together themes of
social justice, equality, and nationalism
with remarkable skill. His poetry resonates
with a visceral intensity, channelling the
collective pain and hopes of the
oppressed.His involvement in the Indian

Independence movement drew the ire of
the British authorities, leading to his
imprisonment. But Nazrul’s revolutionary
spirit remained unbroken, evidenced by
his writing. ‘Rajbandir Jabanbandi’
(Deposition of a Political Prisoner) — is
one such masterpiece that documents
Nazrul’s experience and perspective.
Further, his literary works delved into the
lives and struggles of the marginalised
masses in the undivided Bengal, champi-
oning their emancipation and thereby
igniting a fire in millions of Indians, urg-
ing them to rise against all forms of socio-
political and economic oppression.One of
Nazrul’s poems, Bidrohi (The Rebel), pub-
lished in 1922, running into almost seven-
teen stanzas, marked a literary earthquake
in Bengali poetry. It was unapologetically
fierce, infused with mythic allusions, and
defied the passive tone prevalent among
poets of the time.Nazrul did not merely
write — he roared with defiance. Through
poems like Bhangar Gaan (The Song of
Destruction) and fiery writings in
Dhumketu (The Comet), he scathingly
attacked British colonial rule. His mission
was India’s liberation. Pulak Kumar Das,
in his June 2024 paper “Kazi Nazrul Islam
— The Voice of Protest Against British
Rule” (JETIR, Vol. 11, Issue 6), notes
Nazrul’s arrest in 1923 for his fearless cri-
tiques. As Nazrul declared, “I am a poet,
sent by God to speak the unspoken Truth...

I have not rebelled
against a mere King; I
have rebelled against
injustice.” Even books
like Jugbani and Bisher
Banshi were also
banned.In the area of
songwriting, Kazi
Nazrul composed near-
ly 4,000 songs, now
collectively known as
Nazrul Geeti. These
compositions were
(read are) far more than
just melodies, they’re
powerful expressions of

justice and spirituality. Even today, they
continue to be performed on various plat-
forms around the world by artists dedicat-
ed to this unique musical genre. The rebel
poet and writer masterfully fused folk,
classical, and Sufi traditions, channelling,
both divine yearning and revolutionary
fervour. His songs, such as “Amar Shonar
Bangla” (My Golden Bengal) and
“Dolonchapa,” (swinging or undulating
Jasmine), radiated lyrical grace and patri-
otic pride. As Abu Rayhan observes in his
paper “Kazi Nazrul Islam and His Impact
on Bengali Culture and Society,”
“Nazrul’s music transcended barriers of
class, caste, and creed,” becoming a unify-
ing force in Bengal’s cultural identity. “His
songs, imbued with themes of love, long-
ing, patriotism, and spiritual devotion,”
Rayhan writes, “resonated deeply with the
masses,” weaving a timeless musical lega-
cy that still stirs hearts across genera-
tions.A similar sentiment echoes in
Bidrohi Kobi’s essays and articles, where
the author-poet critiques the unjust social
order with a passionate call for equality. In
his powerful piece ‘Samyabadi’ (The
Communist), Nazrul envisions a classless
society grounded in ‘socialism and human
solidarity.’ With compelling rhetoric, he
champions the cause of the working class
and denounces capitalist exploitation. His
prose becomes “a clarion call for revolu-
tionary change,” urging readers to con-

front injustice and work towards a  just
future, embodying his lifelong commit-
ment to social justice, dignity, and collec-
tive emancipation.Kazi Nazrul Islam also
transcended the conventional boundaries
of his Muslim faith to compose a mes-
merising collection of devotional songs,
particularly those dedicated to Goddess
Kali, popularly called ‘Shyama Sangeet’,
that are not merely hymns, but profound
expressions of a soul deeply immersed in
the divine mother’s fierce yet compassion-
ate embrace.Rachel Fell McDermott,
(Professor of Asian and Middle Eastern
Cultures, specializing in South Asia, espe-
cially India and Bangladesh) observes in
her work on “Encountering Kali” that,
“Nazrul’s Kali songs are a remarkable
example of how a poet from an ostensibly
different religious background could not
only understand but also profoundly artic-
ulate the devotee’s intimate relationship
with the Goddess, imbuing his verses with
a unique blend of passion, surrender, and a
revolutionary spirit that saw in Kali the
embodiment of liberation.” This fusion of
fervent devotion with an inherent rebel-
lious streak made Nazrul’s Kali songs res-
onate deeply with a diverse audience,
solidifying his unique position in the pan-
theon of Bengali devotional
literature.These songs, suffused with
intense emotion and raw surrender, reflect
a unique confluence of bhakti (devotion)
and rebellion, where Nazrul sees Kali not
only as a divine Mother but also as a sym-
bol of cosmic energy, justice, and tran-
scendence.The legacy of Kazi Nazrul
Islam is multifaceted and enduring, contin-
uing to inspire and influence Bengali cul-
ture, literature, music, and social discourse
even after 126 years, as we celebrate his
126th birth anniversary on May 24. His
designation as the ‘National Poet of
Bangladesh’ underscores his monumental
importance. As societies grapple with divi-
siveness and extremism, Nazrul’s call for
humanism and interfaith harmony pro-
vides a powerful counter-narrative. Let we
cleanse our hearts!

Green revolution rooted in cooperation, consciousness and climate justice
Imagine a future where every Indian village isn’t
just an agricultural base, but a living, breathing
factory of green energy — where cow dung
becomes currency, where climate action is as
common as sowing seeds, and where our farmers
are not just cultivators, but guardians of the Earth.
With the visionary announcement by Union
Home and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah to
institutionalise three new  Multistate Cooperative
Societies for cow dung management, carbon cred-
it valuation and compressed biogas (CBG) pro-
duction within the cooperative framework, India
has moved beyond mere climate rhetoric. We are
entering an era of grassroots-led green revolution,
and this time, it is not about food alone, it is about
energy, ecology, and equity.This bold shift isn’t
just administrative, it is civilisational. It marks a
new model for climate governance rooted in the
soil of Bharat, powered by its villages, and held
together by the time-tested values of Sahuarita
(cooperation). For decades, the climate debate
was dominated by distant capitals, high-level
negotiations, and top-down frameworks. But
India has flipped the script. Through the
Cooperative Economic Framework, we are build-
ing a decentralised climate economy from the
ground up, starting from Primary Agricultural Co-
op  Societies (PACS) and scaling to national-level
apex cooperative institutions. This isn’t just a new
economic model, it is a new democratic environ-
mentalism, where the farmer becomes the finan-
cier of a greener future, and the village becomes
the vanguard of net-zero ambition.Every PACS
has a potential climate command centre. These
grassroots institutions, long associated, are now
being repositioned as gateways to carbon markets
and bio-energy hubs.Imagine decentralised bio-
gas sprouting in every block, feeding clean ener-
gy into the rural economy, generating carbon

credits that can be monetised globally, and creat-
ing a new stream of income for farmers, especial-
ly in rain-fed, tribal, and hilly regions. From the
cow shed to the carbon exchange, the entire value
chain can now be organised, monitored, and
scaled through the cooperative economic frame-
work.Integral to this transformation is the restruc-
turing of rural resource cycles, especially around
fodder management, water governance, and dead
cattle economics. Millions of farmers struggle
due to erratic fodder availability and mismanaged
water resources, which in turn affect livestock
productivity and rural resilience. Simultaneously,
dead cattle markets, often a source of environ-
mental decay and social tension, remain under-
utilised economic zones. By creating a multistate
cooperative dedicated to integrated livestock
resource management, India can formalise and
monetise these neglected rural streams. Fodder
banks, decentralised water recharge systems, and
organised carcass processing units can provide
dignified employment, biofertilizers, organic
leather, and feedstock for CBG plants. Such a
cooperative would not only uplift rural liveli-
hoods but create a closed-loop bio-economy —
fueling agriculture, improving nutrition, restoring
ecology, and generating revenue across multiple
layers of rural society. It is not merely a reform —
it is a rural renaissance waiting to be
unlocked.And the beauty of this approach lies in
its inclusivity. The PACS-to-Apex structure
ensures that no region is left behind — not the
snowbound villages of Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh, not the fragile communities of the
Northeast, and certainly not the border settle-
ments of Ladakh or Arunachal. In these places,
traditional economic activities are constrained by
geography, but the bioeconomy of cow dung and
carbon offers a rare opportunity — one that aligns

with the region’s cultural values, ecological
needs, and national priorities. When farmers in
these areas gain the ability to generate income
from climate stewardship, they are not just
contributing to GDP — they are also strength-
ening national security. A prosperous border
village is a stable border village. When liveli-
hoods are secure, migration is reduced, local
pride is restored, and external threats are
diminished. The World Cooperation Economic
Framework offers the architecture to take this
model to scale. It ensures that financing, train-
ing, policy guidance, and market access do not
remain siloed. It connects the micro to the
macro. It allows the smallest PACS in a tribal
hamlet to link with global climate finance and
ESG funds. It transforms cow dung — a sym-
bol of rural India’s ignored potential — into a
goldmine for clean energy, carbon credits, organ-
ic farming, and rural employment. Through this,
India isn’t just creating a circular economy — it is
building a circular civilisation.This is more than a
Government scheme — it is a spiritual call to
action. A call to revive our ancient ethos of living
in harmony with nature now rearmed with mod-
ern science, blockchain traceability, and global
carbon accounting. It is a call to stand tall on the
world stage — not as climate victims begging for
compensation, but as climate victors offering
solutions. This is our surgical strike — not
through bullets, but through biogas, not with mis-
siles, but with methane management, not by
harming — but by healing the Earth through
cooperationWe are witnessing a new economic
independence movement — this time against car-
bon dependency and global climate injustice. As
the world watches, India rises. And it rises not
from the skyscrapers, but from its soil, its vil-
lages, and its unyielding cooperative spirit.From

Sahkarita se Samriddhi to Sahkarita se
Sanrakshan, the cooperative model is no longer
just about managing credit — it is now India’s
frontline defence in the fight for global climate
equity and national unity.Let the world take note
“When Bharat’s villages rise, the Earth heals —
and the Nation stands stronger”. Let us remember
that this journey is not just economic or environ-
mental; it is deeply spiritual. This is the Vedic
economics meeting of 21st-century governance.
This is Yajna — a collectivesacrifice and contri-
bution, where every farmer, every cow, every
drop of water, and every seed of cooperation
becomes part of a sacred offering to protect the
Earth and uplift the Nation.Let the world under-
stand this clearly, India’s climate action is not
born of compulsion, but of conviction rooted in
consciousness. And as Bharat’s villages rise once
again in the light of Sahkarita, the prayers of our
ancestor’s echo in unison,May all be happy, may
all be healthy, may all see auspiciousness, and
may none suffer.” This is the dharma of coopera-
tion. This is the soul of India rising.
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The all-party voice against terrorism
Across party lines, ideologies, and
regional divides, the all-party delega-
tion stood not as politicians but as patri-
ots, sending a clear and powerful mes-
sage to the world: when it comes to con-
fronting terror, India speaks in one
voiceIn the cacophony of India’s
bustling democracy — where debates
are heated, elections are passionately
fought, and ideological lines run deep
— it’s easy to believe that political dis-
cord defines our national character. Yet,
beneath this noisy surface lies a quieter,
more powerful truth: when the sover-
eignty and safety of the nation are
threatened, Indians — across party lines
— stand as one. The recent formation
and international engagement of an all-
party parliamentary delegation, follow-
ing the horrific Pahalgam terrorist
ambush and the resolute military
response in Operation Sindhoor, stands
as a poignant and necessary reminder
that in the battle against terrorism, unity
is not an option — it is a national imper-
ative.The terrorist strike in Pahalgam
was not just another act of senseless
violence; it was an attack on the soul of
India. When extremists target not only
human lives but also the spirit of
democracy, the very idea of India
comes under siege. The appropriate
response to such horror cannot be
drawn along partisan lines; it must
emerge from a shared national con-
science. Operation Sindhoor, a swift
and courageous military action against
cross-border terrorist elements, demon-
strated the Government’s readiness to
act decisively. But it was what came
afterward — the dispatch of an all-party
delegation to take India’s voice to the
global stage — that truly reflected a
maturing democratic ethos.This delega-
tion, led by BJP MP Baijayant Jay
Panda and comprising representatives
from the Congress, DMK, TMC, and
other parties, travelled to Bahrain and
the United States. They met high-rank-
ing officials, including Bahrain’s
Deputy Prime Minister Shaikh Khalid
bin Abdulla Al Khalifa, to present a
united case against international terror
networks. In their diplomatic engage-
ments, the delegation did more than just

speak; they represented a rare and pow-
erful display of India’s multiparty con-
sensus.The symbolism was profound.
When the world sees India’s political
rivals — who often spar vociferously in
Parliament — standing side by side to
address a global issue, it takes notice.
This wasn’t a Government delegation in
the narrow sense — it was an Indian
delegation. The message was clear: ter-
rorism is not a political issue to be
leveraged for electoral gain, but a
shared threat that requires collective
resolve.That message was underscored
by Congress MP Dr. Shashi Tharoor in
Washington, D.C., where he made a
pointed and statesmanlike observation.
He clarified that the delegation did not
represent just the ruling Government
but the Indian people as a whole. He
openly acknowledged that while
Operation Sindhoor was not flawless,
its necessity and purpose transcended
political fault lines. His words captured
the essence of true bipartisanship — not
the denial of differences, but the priori-
tisation of national interest above all
else.This maturity in tone and intent
marked a significant shift in our nation-
al dialogue. For too long, issues of
national security have been fodder for
political mudslinging. But terrorism is
not saffron, green, or red — it is a dark
and indiscriminate force. And to fight it
effectively, we need all the democratic
colors of India aligned.The significance
of this delegation goes beyond symbol-
ism. The world today is interconnected,
and terrorism is a transnational beast.
Its networks operate across continents,
its financing moves through shadowy
channels, and its propaganda infects
minds across cyberspace. No single
party, no matter how strong, can con-
front this alone. Nor can a single
Government shoulder this burden in
isolation. India’s voice is strongest on
the global stage when it emerges from a
united Parliament, not just a ruling
coalition.BJP MP Daggubati
Purandeswari’s comments before the
delegation’s visit to Europe reflected
this sentiment. She reiterated India’s
zero-tolerance stance toward terrorism,
not in the tone of a partisan leader seek-

ing credit, but as a national representa-
tive. Her words were devoid of political
jabs and rooted in conviction. That’s the
kind of leadership India needs — firm,
clear, and unifying.India’s strength as a
democracy is built on its diversity: lin-
guistic, cultural, religious, and political.
That we continue to function — despite
these complexities — is a tribute to our
institutional resilience. But moments of
national crisis demand more than func-
tionality; they demand cohesion. From
the trauma of the 26/11 attacks to
Pulwama and now Pahalgam, we’ve
seen glimpses of this unity. We now
need to make it a habit, not just a reflex.
Critics often dismiss all-party delega-
tions as symbolic or ineffectual. True,
they may not pass binding resolutions
or sign treaties. But in international
diplomacy, symbols matter. They shape
perception, and perception shapes out-
comes. When the world sees India unit-
ed — not fractured — it strengthens our
moral argument, elevates our credibili-
ty, and earns the respect of allies and
adversaries alike.This unity also coun-
ters dangerous narratives. By bringing
together MPs of different faiths,
regions, and ideologies — be it a
Muslim Congress leader, a Sikh BJP
representative, or a southern regional
party figure — the delegation visibly
refuted the claim that India’s fight
against terrorism is politically or com-
munally driven. It underscored a critical
truth: India’s fight is not against any
religion or community, but against
those who threaten democracy and

peace through
violence.However, the biparti-
san spirit must not remain con-
fined to overseas missions or
emerge only during tragedy. It
needs to be woven into the fab-
ric of our domestic political
culture. Imagine a standing
National Security Council that
includes leaders from both the
Government and opposition.
Picture regular all-party brief-
ings on counterterrorism,
cybersecurity, and intelligence
reforms. These aren’t utopian
dreams — they’re pragmatic
steps toward institutionalising

cooperation in matters of national inter-
est.Bipartisanship, importantly, does
not mean the end of criticism. On the
contrary, constructive critique strength-
ens democracy. But the ability to differ-
entiate between electoral contests and
existential threats is what defines a
mature nation. When terrorism strikes,
there is no ruling party or opposition —
there is only India. And in those
moments, the tricolour must fly higher
than any party banner.India is fortunate
to possess a formidable defence estab-
lishment, skilled intelligence agencies,
and a diplomatic corps that punches
above its weight. But these pillars of
national strength can only reach their
full potential when supported by a unit-
ed political will. The all-party delega-
tion, in its spirit and substance, offers a
hopeful glimpse of what that political
will can look like when freed from petty
rivalry. As the delegation concludes its
travels, it would be a mistake to file
away this moment as a brief detour
from routine politics. The unity it repre-
sents must endure. Because terrorism is
not a passing storm — it is a persistent
threat. And our response must be equal-
ly enduring. Let it be a call to action. A
reminder that when the stakes are high,
our divisions can — and must-give way
to a deeper allegiance: not to party, not
to ideology, but to the Republic. If we
can stand together abroad, we can sure-
ly listen better at home. And if we can
do that, we will not only defend the idea
of India — we will elevate it.

Voices from the sidelines in the mainstream
Booker prize for ‘Heart Lamp’ is a defining
moment for India’s vernacular literature which has
been on sidelines for longIn a watershed moment
for Indian regional literature, ‘Heart Lamp,’ a
short story collection by Banu Mushtaq, translated
into English by Deepa Bhasthi, has won the 2025
International Booker Prize. This is the first time a
Kannada literary work has received this presti-
gious honour, making it not only a personal tri-
umph for the author and translator but also a land-
mark moment for Indian vernacular literature on
the global stage. ‘Heart Lamp’ is a piercing and
poetic collection that centres on the lives of
women navigating the grip of patriarchy. The sto-
ries are deeply rooted in the spirit of the Bandaya
Sahitya movement — a literary rebellion that
began in the 1970s in Karnataka. The Bandaya
movement, meaning “rebellion literature,” was
born out of a fierce resistance to caste oppression,
social injustice, and gender discrimination. It gave
rise to a generation of writers and activists who
used literature as a tool to confront the brutalities

of the everyday, particularly those experienced by
Dalits, women, and the working class.Mushtaq’s
stories continue that legacy with boldness and
empathy. They do not seek to flatter or pacify; they
seek to reveal. The women in her stories are not
merely victims — they are witnesses, rebels, and
survivors. Through Bhasthi’s nuanced and faithful
translation, these voices have transcended linguis-
tic boundaries and reached a global audience with-
out losing the cultural texture that gives them
life.The International Booker Prize, one of the
most esteemed literary awards in the world, is
awarded annually for the best work of translated
fiction published in the UK or Ireland. With a prize
of £50,000, split equally between the author and
the translator, it recognises not just storytelling,
but also the essential art of translation — the
bridge that carries one culture into the soul of
another. Heart Lamp’s win is a recognition of the
power of collaboration and the importance of mak-
ing regional voices legible and resonant to the
world.Historically, the global literary stage has

mostly spotlighted Indian writers who write in
English. While these voices have undeniably con-
tributed to India’s literary identity abroad, they
have also, unintentionally, overshadowed the
abundance of storytelling happening in Indian ver-
nacular languages. With scores of scheduled lan-
guages and hundreds of dialects, India possesses
an incredibly rich literary heritage. Yet, much of it
remains under-translated, under-promoted, and
under-read. This disparity has created a kind of
cultural silence around the lives, struggles, and
imaginations of millions who speak and think in
languages other than English.The recognition of
Heart Lamp signals a necessary shift. It invites
international publishers, literary institutions, and
readers to turn their gaze toward the immense,
untapped potential of regional Indian literature.
More importantly, it affirms the belief that stories
rooted in local realities — whether of gender
inequality in rural Karnataka or caste dynamics in
a small town — have universal resonance when
told with honesty and craft.
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

         
      

        
      

      

       
 
      


     
      
      
       

 
       



       


       


      

      

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